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Introduction 

 
The loss of life, homes, personal property, and basic infrastructure in California as a result of 

wildfire disasters is overwhelming. However, due to the resilience of Californians, the cleanup, 

and rebuilding process often begins immediately after a catastrophic event. A major part of the 

success of this process relies on the preservation of the survey monuments marking the 

location of property, utilities, roadways, and other infrastructure. 

The author of this Guide is reaching out to each County Surveyor and County Engineer in an 

effort to assist them in their Wildfire Disaster Emergency Operations. The guide predominantly 

speaks of County Surveyors and County Engineers. But many of the comments are equally 

applicable to Town Surveyors and Town Engineers. The Guide does not speak of County 

“Contract Surveyors” or County “Contract Engineers.” I offer my assistance to County 

Surveyors and County Engineers as they are the ones addressing the needs of Survey 

Monument Preservation during the wildfire disaster cleanup, repair, rebuilding, and restoration 

efforts. As County Surveyors and County Engineers they are at the forefront of this effort. 

Included in Chapter 1 is a White Paper entitled “Survey Monument Preservation In A Disaster 

Cleanup.” This White Paper has been submitted to the National Society of Professional 

Surveyors (NSPS). NSPS is exploring various options on how to achieve the goals discussed 

in the White Paper. 

The PLS Act Sec. 8771 did not foresee the massive wildfire disasters and the ramifications 

brought on by those disasters. Safety concerns for land surveyors providing survey monument 

preservation in a wildfire zone must be considered. 

This Guide is a work in progress. Any questions you may have about this Guide can be sent to 

the guide author, Michael L. Quartaroli, LS 4450 at Mike@Quartaroli.com.  

Michael L. Quartaroli, LS 4450 

Abstract 

 
Town and County Engineers must comply with PE Act Sec. 6730.2(c). Utility companies, 

debris and tree removal contractors, fuel reduction partners, building contractors, etc. shall 

designate a Licensed Land Surveyor to be in responsible charge of survey monument 

preservation for ground disturbing wildfire restoration projects. Town and County Surveyors 

are responsible for providing general land surveying oversight and survey monument 

preservation oversight for the various wildfire restoration projects. 
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WHITE PAPER 

Survey Monument Preservation 

In A Disaster Cleanup 

By: Michael L. Quartaroli, LS 4450 
(209) 239-4908 

mike@quartaroli.com  

March 3, 2021 

Disasters, whether they are wildfires, earthquakes, tornadoes, hurricanes, and floods, 
are occurring more frequently and are much more severe than before. Land surveyors 
are the stewards of the nation’s property boundaries, and as such, are entrusted with 
maintaining and protecting them. Land surveyors must be included in any disaster 
cleanup effort for the purpose of preserving survey monuments from being destroyed 
during the cleanup. A major part of the success of the cleanup and rebuilding process 
will rely on the preservation of the survey monuments marking the location of property 
corners. 

Survey monuments are physical markers indicating the location of property corners and 
geodetic control points. Survey monuments are visible and tangible markers that 
landowners can see and touch, and bring meaning to property corners, property 
boundaries, and property ownership. Survey monuments fix property lines, road right-of-
way lines, utility easement lines, and various districts and agency boundary lines on the 
ground. The ownership of land, and consequently the ability to define boundaries, is 
dependent on survey monuments. Ensuring that boundaries and corners are protected 
means that the location of boundaries are readily identified. This allows owners and 
agencies to quickly rebuild improvements in the correct location without delays and 
costs associated with re-surveying land and replacing monuments. Survey monuments 
consist of many different materials and settings, and may not be readily visible to the 
un-trained observer. Generally, a property corner may be marked with steel rebars or 
iron pipes of various diameters and lengths, railroad spikes, wood hubs, lead & discs, 
stakes, or fence posts. Typically, but not always, the survey monuments may be 
identified with a brass tag, plastic cap, or aluminum/brass cap with the land surveyor’s 
license number. Survey monuments may be found on the sidewalk, in the street, or at 
the actual front and rear property corners. Generally, in urban or agricultural areas, 
survey monuments are set below the surface of the ground for their protection. In rural 
areas, a portion of the survey monument may remain above the surface. 

Geodetic control monuments are established as permanent physical markers placed in 
stable ground and precisely located. Horizontal and vertical geodetic control 
monuments were painstakingly constructed and surveyed by various government 
agencies. These survey monuments provide a nationwide coordinate system and serve 
as the basis for accurate maps, surveys for development, infrastructure, and geographic 
information systems (GIS). Geodetic control monuments are predominantly set along 
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main transportation corridors in secure locations and may easily cost $25,000 to set, 
measure, and publish the results. 

Although often overlooked, all survey monuments are critical for a successful rebuilding 
process, especially on the smaller lots or parcels where setback limits have to be met 
along with other building standards. Realizing the importance of survey monuments is 
the first step in helping to preserve them. Survey monuments are an important and 
critical asset that belong to the public and government alike. Survey monuments are in 
the Public Domain and must be preserved for all to benefit. The cleanup contractor is 
there to help the landowners. The contractor should NOT destroy one of the most 
important assets landowners have – the survey monuments marking their property 
corners. The effort to preserve survey monuments will NOT hinder or delay the cleanup 
process, BUT in fact, will facilitate the rebuilding process to be a success. Survey 
monuments are the foundation of any project. Whenever a survey monument is 
destroyed the location of property lines, and as a consequence, ownership, are brought 
into question. When a survey monument has to be replaced, it delays the rebuilding 
efforts, it incurs significant monetary costs, it incurs loss of time, and in some cases, 
adds property line location uncertainty, which are all negative consequesces. It costs 
much less to preserve a survey monument in place than it does to replace it after being 
destroyed. Survey monuments that have survived the disaster should not be destroyed 
in the cleanup process by ignoring their existence and failing to recognize their 
importance. 

It is in the public’s interest to preserve survey monuments by including land surveyors in 
pre-cleanup discussions and meetings with all governmental agencies, clean-up 
companies, landowners, and various contractors. Land Surveyors would be authorized 
to enter the disaster zone ahead of the cleanup crews when the disaster zone is 
determined to be safe in order to locate, measure, protect, or preserve the position of 
survey monuments. The Right-of-Entry forms must include language explaining the 
importance of preserving survey monuments and authorizing land surveyors to enter the 
property, if needed. Monument preservation requirements and standards must be 
incorporated into disaster relief protocols with all Federal, State, and local governmental 
agencies. FEMA’s definition of “cleanup” and the list of services provided by and paid 
for by FEMA must be amended to include survey monument preservation performed by 
land surveyors prior to or concurrent with debris cleanup. 



 

P R E  –  W I L D F I R E  D I S A S T E R  

Survey Monument Preservation And 

Wildfire Disaster Cleanup 

Wildfire disasters are occurring more frequently and are much more severe than ever 

before. Land surveyors are the stewards of the nation’s survey boundaries, and as 

such, are entrusted with maintaining and protecting them. Land surveyors must be 

included in the wildfire disaster cleanup and rebuilding effort for the purpose of 

preserving survey monuments from being disturbed or destroyed. This all goes to 

preserving property rights. The absolute goal is to prevent survey monuments from being 

disturbed or destroyed because a reset survey monument will be a compromise. A reset 

survey monument will be close, but it will not be exactly where the original survey 

monument was located. That is physically impossible. Disturbing or destroying the original 

survey monument must always be avoided. A properly referenced original survey 

monument will result in the most accurate replacement position, where as an after-the-fact 

retracement survey will place the reset survey monument near where it used to be. It costs 

much less to preserve a survey monument in place than it does to replace it after being 

disturbed or destroyed. A retracement survey will take much longer to complete than 

referencing undisturbed survey monuments. A major part of the success of the wildfire 

disaster cleanup and rebuilding process will rely on the successful preservation of the 

survey monuments marking the location of property, utilities, roadways, and other 

infrastructure. SURVEY MONUMENT PRESERVATION IS CODIFIED IN THE 

PROFESSIONAL LAND SURVEYORS’ ACT SECTION 8771. Survey Monument 

Preservation is the professional duty of all licensed land surveyors in California as 

implied by Board Rule 476 – Code of Professional Conduct. 

 

Communities in Wildfire vulnerable areas must adopt a 

Pro-Monument Preservation Stance 

The success of a rapid rebuild effort is reliant on the cooperative partnership of 

many public and private agencies especially Land Surveyors. 

The goal of this Guide is to encourage and assist wildfire vulnerable communities to 

have survey monument preservation policies and procedures in place prior to a wildfire 

disaster happening so that the cleanup and rebuild effort is rapid, successful, and 

doesn’t add another expense onto homeowners. Town and County Surveyors should 

assert themselves in attending any disaster preparation meetings. Afterall, Town and 

County Surveyors have a stake in the Wildfire Recovery – Survey Monuments! Local 

agencies should not close a blind eye to how FEMA, utility companies, and their 

contractors manage the cleanup and repair efforts. When the cleanup and repair is 



 

completed, FEMA, utility companies, and their contractors will leave. Local agencies 

and their representatives will be left to answer questions concerning collateral damage 

and cleanup management practices (including needless destruction of survey 

monuments). The Local agencies gratefulness for federal and state assistance cannot 

overshadow local oversight. If it does, the community accepts the consequences and 

bares the financial burdens. Is the community on board with this philosophy? Local 

agencies must adopt survey monument preservation policies and procedures before a 

wildfire happens if the community does not want to accept the consequences. Local 

officials must explain the issues at stake with the community so that everyone 

understands the consequences, especially who will end up paying if survey monuments 

marking property corners are destroyed. 

Learn from communities that have experienced a wildfire disaster. Each community and 

each wildfire is different but there are common lessons to learn. Reach out to those 

County Surveyors. One worthwhile suggestion may prove to be crucial to your Town or 

County’s recovery success. Document and share what you learn to enhance the Guide 

and benefit California as a whole. 

Having a Pre & Post wildfire disaster survey monument preservation community plan is 

an investment in the future. An investment in the community. You hope you never have 

to use it but you will be glad that you were ready. 

This guide is a “work – in progress.” I welcome all suggestions and comments. 

 

Passage of Senate Bill 1467 

The passage of Senate Bill 1467 resulted in creating PE Act Sec. 6730.2 and PLS Act 

Sec. 8725.1. These two sections are all about professional “Responsibility”. The 

addition of Sec. 6730.2 and 8725.1 is significant as to how PLS Act Sec. 8771 is 

administered. Sec. 8725.1 requires that at least one person authorized to practice land 

surveying be designated as the person in Responsible Charge of Professional Land 

Surveying work practiced in any department at the local agency. Sec. 6730.2 has two 

significant sub-sections. Sec. 6730.2(a) requires that at least one person authorized to 

practice civil engineering be designated as the person in Responsible Charge of 

Professional Civil Engineering work practiced in any department at the local agency. 

Sec. 6730.2(c) mandates that the designated Civil Engineer is also responsible for 

compliance with subsections (b) and (c) of Sec. 8771 for their particular department. 

Simply stated, the department designated civil engineer in responsible charge is 

responsible for implementing survey monument preservation for their respective 

departments. FROM A PRACTICAL AND BUDGETARY STANDPOINT, MANY, IF 

NOT ALL, RURAL MUNICIPALITIES AND COUNTIES HAVE ONE DESIGNATED 

CIVIL ENGINEER AND ONE DESIGNATED LAND SURVEYOR IN RESPONSIBLE 



 

CHARGE FOR ALL DEPARTMENTS AT THE LOCAL AGENCY. THIS GUIDE IS 

ORGANIZED AND WRITTEN ON THAT PREMISE.  The Town or County Engineer has 

ALL of the departmental administrative power and authority, and as such, bears ALL 

the responsibility for the administrative compliance of Sec. 8771(b)(c). The Town or 

County must select a “Designated Land Surveyor” for the Local Agency (Town Surveyor 

or County Surveyor) as required by Sec. 8725.1 to perform the technical functions of 

Sec. 8771. The Town Surveyor or County Surveyor acts as a Land Surveying mentor or 

advisor to the Town or County Engineer regarding land surveying issues as defined in 

Sec. 8726 and Sec. 8771. 

 

County Engineers & County Surveyors 

PLS Act Sec. 8771(d) 

Responsible Charge 

The general administrative structure of each County seems to vary from County to 

County. As does the role of the County Surveyor as it relates to survey monument 

preservation. But what is certain is that almost every County of California has an 

identified County Surveyor AND that the COUNTY ENGINEER (OR THE 

DESIGNATED CIVIL ENGINEER IN RESPONSIBLE CHARGE OF PROFESSIONAL 

CIVIL ENGINEERING) IS LEGALLY RESPONSIBLE FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION 

OF PLS ACT SEC. 8771(b)(c) SURVEY MONUMENT PRESERVATION AS 

SPECIFIED IN PE ACT SEC. 6730.2(c). 

Sec. 8771 (b) When monuments exist that control the location of 

subdivisions, tracts, boundaries, roads, streets, or highways, or 

provide horizontal or vertical survey control, the monuments 

shall be located and referenced…… 

Sec. 8771 (c) A permanent monument shall be reset in the surface of the 

new construction or a witness monument or monuments set to 

perpetuate the location if any monument could be destroyed, 

damaged, covered, disturbed, or otherwise obliterated, …… 

The COUNTY SURVEYOR (or another designated Land Surveyor) is responsible for 

the TECHNICAL compliance associated with their involvement with Sec. 8771. But no 

matter the County Surveyor’s position in the County administrative structure, the 

primary fundamental professional function and responsibility in their official capacity is 

to ensure that property rights and public welfare are protected by providing survey 

monument preservation oversight. 



 

PLS Act Sec. 8771(d) addresses two scenarios: 

1. Governmental Agency PERFORMING construction or maintenance. 

2. Governmental Agency ISSUES permit to landowner for the purpose of 

construction or maintenance. 

Read the highlight portion of Sec. 8771(d) associated with each scenario: 

Governmental Agency 

Sec. 8771 (d): The governmental agency performing or permitting 

construction or maintenance work is responsible for 

ENSURING that either the governmental agency or 

landowner performing the construction or 

maintenance work provides for monument 

perpetuation required by this section. 

Landowner 

Sec. 8771 (d): The governmental agency performing or permitting 

construction or maintenance work is responsible for 

ENSURING that either the governmental agency or 

landowner performing the construction or 

maintenance work provides for monument 

perpetuation required by this section. 

THE GOVERNMENTAL AGENCY IS RESPONSIBLE FOR ENSURING THAT 

MONUMENT PERPETUATION IS PROVIDED AS REQUIRED BY SEC. 8771 IF:  

1. The Governmental Agency is performing the construction or maintenance work. 

2. The Landowner is performing construction or maintenance work with a Permit 

issued by Governmental Agency. 

PLS Act Sec. 8771(d) refers to “landowner” instead of contractor or utility company 

because the required monument perpetuation is PERTINENT to work being done in the 

road right-of-way or easement FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE ADJOINING 

LANDOWNER(S). 

See sample “Public Works Survey Monument Preservation Policy” in the Appendix. 

Throughout California, wildfires have spanned across multiple Counties which may or 

may not individually have established Survey Monument Preservation policies and 

procedures. Also, no two adjacent Counties may administer Sec. 8771 and general 

Survey Monument Preservation policies and procedures alike. Adjacent Counties 

victimized by a wildfire disaster must strive to be collaborative, flexible, proactive, and 



 

united as much as possible in their approach towards Wildfire Disaster Survey 

Monument Preservation. The goal is to protect public and private property rights by 

preserving survey monuments and to NOT impede the wildfire disaster rebuild effort. 

There may be many County Surveyors and Deputy County Surveyors that are “removed 

from the process” of wildfire recovery and related survey monument preservation efforts 

due to the County government structure. Being removed does not mean they remain 

silent on the survey monument preservation issue. As public employees, County 

Surveyors and Deputy County Surveyors are mandated to protect the Public by 

providing survey monument preservation oversight. Protecting and safeguarding the 

“property of the public” is the paramount message of Board Rule 476 – Code of 

Professional Conduct. “Property of the public” includes all survey monuments no matter 

where they are located. Protecting the public means recognizing when complying with 

PLS Act Sec. 8771 and 8725, and other noted code sections is required. Among their 

many duties and responsibilities, County Surveyors are also mentors or advisors to the 

County Engineers on land surveying issues. The County Surveyors must make the 

County Engineer aware of their legal survey monument preservation responsibilities. TO 

BE CLEAR, THE COUNTY ENGINEER IS RESPONSIBLE FOR SURVEY 

MONUMENT PRESERVATION AS IT RELATES TO PLS ACT SEC. 8771(b)(c) NO 

MATTER WHO IS WORKING IN THE “STREETS, HIGHWAYS, OTHER RIGHT-OF-

WAYS, AND EASEMENTS.” 

County Surveyors and County Engineers have professional and work related 

responsibilities and neither can be overlooked or ignored. 

The Cities and Counties have authority over all use or construction within their 

respective rights-of-way of their road system. The utility companies are allowed to place 

their infrastructure in the Town and County road rights-of-way through the use of 

“Franchise Agreements.” The Cities and Counties are the administrator of “Franchise 

Agreements” and as such have the authority to specifically require Sec. 8771 

compliance and generally to comply with all Federal, State, and Local codes and 

statutes. Franchise Agreements, in themselves, may be considered as being the 

ultimate “Permit.” 

Utility companies are regulated by the California Public Utility Commission (CPUC). The 

CPUC’s authority may be superior to a local road commissioner or professionals issuing 

encroachment permits. BUT UTILITY COMPANIES ARE NOT EXEMPT FROM THE 

REQUIREMENTS OF THE PLS ACT SEC. 8771 AND TOWN AND COUNTY 

SURVEYORS ARE POSITIONED SUCH THAT THEY CAN REMIND THE UTILITY 

COMPANIES AND THEIR VARIOUS CONTRACTORS OF THEIR SURVEY 

MONUMENT PRESERVATION OBLIGATIONS AND TO MONITOR THEIR 

PROGRESS. It is worth noting that PLS Act Sec. 8771 DOES NOT provide for any 

exceptions as to who must comply with Sec. 8771. 



 

Encroachment permits for utility restoration, utility undergrounding, tree removal, 

infrastructure construction, etc. being done in “streets, highways, other right-of-ways, 

and easements” may be issued and administered by a department unrelated to 

engineering, surveying, and public works departments. The department issuing the 

encroachment permits may or may not have a designated Land Surveyor (Sec. 8725.1) 

or Civil Engineer (Sec. 6730.2) in responsible charge. Unless clearly specified on the 

Notice of Department Designation (NODD) form, the Town and County Surveyor 

and Town and County Engineer are presumed to be in responsible charge of land 

surveying and civil engineering practices respectively for ALL local agency 

Departments. 

 

Disaster Declaration 

The Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (the Stafford Act) 

§401 states in part that: “All requests for a declaration by the President that a major 

disaster exists shall be made by the governor of the affected state.” 

The governor’s request is made through the applicable FEMA Regional Office. State 

and federal officials conduct a joint federal, state, and local Preliminary Damage 

Assessment (PDA) to determine the extent of the disaster and its impact on individuals 

and public facilities. This information is included in the governor’s request to show that 

the disaster is of such severity and magnitude that effective response is beyond the 

capabilities of the state and local governments and that supplemental federal assistance 

is necessary. 

There are two types of disaster declarations provided for in the Stafford Act: Emergency 

Declarations and Major Disaster Declaration. Both declaration types authorize the 

President to provide supplemental federal disaster assistance. However, the event 

related to the disaster declaration and type and amount of assistance differ. 

A Disaster Declaration does not suspend the need to comply with PLS Act Sec. 8771 

and 8725, and other noted survey monument preservation codes and statutes. 



WILDFIRE RELATED SOURCES OF 

SURVEY MONUMENT DESTRUCTION 

 
1. Utility repair & replacement of: 

a. Power Poles & Service Poles 
b. Electrical vaults 
c. Cable TV services 
d. Water mains & water services 
e. Undergrounding utilities 

 
 

2. Debris Removal and Cleanup (Phase 2) of: 
a. All Burnt Debris & Ash 
b. Contaminated Soil 
c. Concrete & Metal 
d. Appliances & Electronics 
e. Burnt Automobiles 

 
 

3. Tree Removal (Hazard Trees): 
a. Removal of hazardous trees rooted in the public right-of-way that pose an 

immediate threat of falling onto or obstructing roadways, and threatening 
infrastructure. (Resulting ground disturbance) 

b. Removal of hazardous trees located on private land. (Resulting ground 
disturbance) 

c. Logging – private & government lands 
 
 

4. Residential/Commercial Building Permits: 
a. Re-Grading Building Site 
b. Importing Fill Dirt 
c. Septic Tank/Leach Field Repair 
d. Well Repair 
e. Residential/Commercial Reconstruction 
f. Building Demolition 

 
 

5. Fuel Breaks (Fuel Reduction & Prescribed Burns) & Forest Restoration 
a. Resulting ground disturbance 

 
 

6. Debris Flows 
a. Steep, burnt slopes plus intense winter rains can make these areas prone to 

debris flows, potentially altering the terrain and destroying survey monuments 
in its wake. 



Flow Chart 

Of Wildfire Related 

Survey Monument Preservation Sources 
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• Contractors are required to designate an individual legally authorized to practice land surveying to be responsible for and to 
comply with all Federal, State and local survey monument preservation codes and statutes, specifically PLS Act Sec. 8771 (8771) 
and all other related codes and statutes discussed in “Overall Survey Monument Preservation,” Page 28 (Other). 



PRE – WILDFIRE DISASTER 

WILDFIRE DISASTER PLANNING & SURVEY MONUMENT 

PRESERVATION CHECKLIST 

The single most important goal for a local agency would be to designate a Land 

Surveyor that ACKNOWLEDGES and EMBRACES the importance of Survey 

Monument Preservation. That Land Surveyor would promote this ideal 

throughout the wildfire disaster planning, cleanup effort, rebuilding and future 

preparedness strategizing efforts. 

 
1. Support efforts to amend FEMA’s definition of “Cleanup” and the list of services 

provided by FEMA to include Survey Monument Preservation performed by Land 

Surveyors prior to or concurrent with debris cleanup. Everyone saves money as 

a result of preserving existing survey monuments.  

 

2. Standard Franchise Agreement must include Survey Monument Preservation. 

Update Franchise Agreements to require (8771 compliance) Survey Monument 

Preservation in Towns and Counties. 

 

3. Tighten up issuing Encroachment Permits. Welcome them with a strict 

Encroachment Permit policy. Meet with utility company representatives to 

discuss Encroachment Permit PLS Act Sec. 8771 Survey Monument 

Preservation requirement. 

 

4. Advise the Town or County Public Works Department to adopt a Survey 

Monument Preservation Policy. See sample language in appendix. 

 

5. Discuss and adopt Debris Removal & Tree Removal permits before the 

community is under pressure. 

 

6. Local Agency designated Land Surveyor to advise local agency administrative 

staff on Survey Monument Preservation language to be included in contracts for 

all cleanup, removal, and construction efforts. 

 

7. Town Surveyors and County Surveyors must discuss how to cooperate with each 

other and jointly work together to preserve survey monuments. Ensure that 

Survey Monument Preservation efforts coincides with each other. 

 

8. Use Sec. 8771 to the fullest. It is in place, so make it work. Convince County 

Engineers/Surveyors and Town Engineers/Surveyors to include Sec. 8771 

compliance requirements in encroachment permits, grading permits, demolition 



permits, & building permits, train staff, and enforce. Get it established, get it 

operating. Get experience in administrating the system before a wildfire strikes. 

Be sure the encroachment permit includes debris removal truck hauling. County 

Engineers are legally responsible for the implementation of PLS Act Sec. 8771 

(b)(c) as specified by PE Act Sec. 6730.2(c). 

 

9. Begin dialog with water service districts. Water district infrastructure is located in 

County/Town Roads and easements. Districts must comply with Franchise 

Agreement and include survey monument preservation (Sec. 8771 compliance). 

 

10. Begin dialog with utility companies regarding Survey Monument Preservation. 

Determine who is the Utility Division land surveyor. Coordinate Utility Company 

8771 compliance requirements. With a permit or without a permit, utility 

companies and contractors are required to comply with Sec. 8771 Survey 

Monument Preservation. 

 

11. Identify all utility companies operating within the Town or County limits. Prepare a 

list of contacts for each utility company in case of an emergency. Introduce the 

survey monument preservation compliant encroachment permits and the 

requirement of as-built submittals. 

 

12. Does the local Town/County Government have authority over utility companies 

work in all public street/road/highway right-of-way? Identify who has authority 

over which roads. Begin to identify the public/private status of all streets, lanes, 

roads. 

 

13. Evaluate and rank the condition of all local agency roadways. Provide yearly 

updates. Provide a video record of roadways. Develop a ranking system. Rank 

each roadway. 

 

14. Adopt Survey Monument Preservation conditions of approval statements for 

private development projects and get them established and recognized.  

 

15. Revise Permit Tracking Software to include Survey Monument Preservation. 

Develop an expedited routing and approval process for disaster repair 

encroachment permits. Might be as simple as an urgent icon. 

 

16. Prepare an Education Plan, or program for OES. OES must be convinced that it 

is to everyone’s best interest to preserve survey monuments during cleanup. 

 

17. Begin dialog with fuel reduction, prescribed burn, and forest restoration partner 

agencies regarding the need for survey monument preservation. 



 

18. Fuel reduction projects, prescribed burns, and forest restoration projects must 

adopt survey monument preservation requirements. Provide sample justification 

statements. 

 

19. Establish your aggressiveness on survey monument preservation BEFORE a 

disaster happens.  

 

20. Collaborate with Caltrans, USFS, Bureau of Land Management (BLM), and 

CalFire. 

 

21. County Surveyor and/or Town Surveyors must train staff to cope with survey 

monument preservation. 

 

22. Mark with Steel Tee – Post all property corners, control survey monuments, 

GLO, USFS, BLM, NGS, County, Caltrans R/W, etc. easily located in and around 

Community. (Fire Prone Areas) Coordinate with local land surveyors and 

landowners. 

 

23. Recruit local land surveyors to mark survey monuments known to them with tee 

posts provided by Town/County. Consider using “Survey Monument Preservation 

Fund” money to purchase tee posts. Convince local Land Surveyors to become 

involved. (Fire Prone Areas) 

 

24. Research other community websites that experienced wildfire for website 

template ideas. 

 

25. Include survey monument preservation in Town or County website (Statement, 

Photos, Information Letter, etc.). Show landowners what a typical survey 

monument looks like. 

 

26. Be sure to include survey monument preservation in any proposed Community 

Wildfire Protection Plan. Establish a relationship with County Environmental 

Heath Department and County OES. 

 

27. Monitor “Wildfire Ready” website activity for opportunities to put forward Survey 

Monument Preservation. 

 

28. Prepare Landowner letter addressing survey monument preservation in case of 

disaster. Be ready. See Chapter 2 for Sample Letters. Publish letter in local 

newspapers. Distribute to local realtors. 

 



29. Begin an education program with rural homeowners located in wildfire areas. 

Mark your known property corners with Tee – Post. Prepare a handout typical 

detail showing how to keep Tee-Post 6” away from survey monument. County 

Surveyor to put on Community Outreach Program to explain importance of 

identifying property corners. 

 

30. Evaluate how Town/County Survey records are stored. Are all records in fire-

proof vaults? 

 

31. Inquire and evaluate how community private survey records are stored. How can 

these records be protected? Can they be duplicated? Account for all locations – 

sources. Begin a dialog centered on records preservation and support of 

community. 

 

32. Recognize that EVERYTHING changes after a disaster hits: 

a. People’s priorities, attitudes, how government functions, how things used to 

be, work load, etc. Agency must be prepared for this. Agency staffs must be 

sensitized. 

b. After a disaster strikes peoples goals change. Close to the top of the list is 

“when can I rebuild?” The recovery phase will be fraught with emotions; 

sadness, feelings being overwhelmed. Agency officials must show 

compassion and understanding. All notices must be sensitive to people’s 

feelings. Trying to initiate survey monument preservation policies and 

procedures after a disaster has happened is a daunting task. It is critical to 

establish policies and procedures before a disaster happens. The 

community will recognize and appreciate that the local agency has recovery 

policies and procedures established and ready to implement after a disaster 

happens, which will really help then with recovery. How survey monument 

preservation fits in the cleanup process must be established before a 

disaster happens. Otherwise, the local agency becomes the enemy. Every 

disaster clean-up is different. Density of each neighborhood will play a big 

roll into how susceptible survey monuments at lot corners are to being 

disturbed or destroyed during the cleanup process. 

 

33. Does your community Building Department currently require property corners 

marked as a condition of issuing a Building Permit? Occupation lines typically 

disappear after a wildfire disaster. You may discover after a wildfire disaster that 

marking the property lines may need to be mandatory. Discuss and study this 

issue before a wildfire disaster happens. Reach out to communities that have 

been ravaged by wildfires for advice and insight. Remember, the County 

Surveyor is in responsible charge for land surveying related issues if the Building 

Department does not have a designated land surveyor identified on the NODD 



Form and the County Surveyor has not excluded the Building Department. 

 

34. Monitor “Fire Safe Marin” website for ideas and suggestions. 

 

35. Prioritize fire vulnerable communities. Assemble record maps for each 

community to facilitate survey monument preservation efforts and retracement 

surveys after a wildfire disaster. 

 

36. Prepare justification statement/report to reduce or waive Record of Survey and 

Corner Record checking fees for disaster zone. Include this topic at disaster 

declaration meetings & discussions. Present to Town council or County 

supervisor BEFORE a disaster happens. 

 

37. Research Final Maps, Parcel Maps, Lot Line Adjustment, and historic records for 

location of secondary escape routes. Identify and evaluate routes. Prioritize and 

schedule clearing and marking right-of-ways. Notify adjacent landowners who 

may not be aware of the historic routes. These secondary escape routes may 

have new significance. 

 

38. Identify someone to monitor grant money sources for disaster planning. 

 

39. County Surveyor should collaborate with County GIS staff. Identify GIS 

consultants with wildfire disaster experience. Evaluate County GIS system. 

 

40. Marin County has created a new joint powers authority for the purpose of 

reducing wildfire risk. The JPA is called “Marin Wildfire Prevention Authority.” 

Review website. 

 

41. Avoid setting up homeowners to pay twice for marking their property corners 

because original survey monuments got disturbed or destroyed by the wildfire 

cleanup. Preserve survey monuments and property rights. Adopt survey 

monument preservation policies and procedures. 

 

42. County Surveyors must process Wildfire Disaster Zone Record of Survey Maps 

and Corner Record forms on an expedited basis. Wildfire Disaster Zone Record 

of Surveys and Corner Records must be prioritized. The success of the wildfire 

recovery depends on the rapid dispersement of survey monument preservation 

data. Gathering and dispersing the monument preservation data is paramount. 



Utility Companies 

And  

Their Contractors 

Even before the wildfire is contained, the County Surveyor may consider communicating 

with the utility company land surveyors and/or their contract surveyors. Utility 

companies and their various contractors shall designate an individual legally authorized 

to practice land surveying to be responsible for and to comply with all Federal, State, 

and local survey monument preservation codes and statutes specifically PLS Act Sec. 

8771, if utility restoration work is being done in “streets, highways, other right-of-ways, 

and easements.” IT IS IMPORTANT TO NOTE THAT SEC. 8771 DOES NOT 

PROVIDE FOR ANY EXCEPTIONS. County Surveyors are in the forefront of this effort 

and as public employees, are mandated to ENSURE that property rights and public 

welfare are protected by providing survey monument preservation oversight. 

• Where is the utility company going to begin repairs and reconstruction? 

• Are multiple re-entry points being considered? 

• Are they planning to re-route the utilities? 

• Are they planning to underground any utilities? 

• Are new access roads planned? 

• Share information letter with utility companies. 

The County Surveyor may consider fast tracking the research of survey records by 

providing the research. This would give the utility company surveyors or contract 

surveyors a head-start and the County Surveyor would get a good sense of how dense 

or how sparce the monuments are and to identify very significant monuments to be 

definitely preserved. The survey records research would also provide background 

information that the County Surveyor could use when it came time to discuss and agree 

on the survey monument preservation zone limits. The massive size of wildfires 

nowadays results in multiple Counties being affected. The affected Counties must 

cooperate and coordinate the research. Historic and significant survey monuments 

could be at stake. 

Utility companies and their various contractors must clearly describe their proposed 

scope of work and the general limits of their work area so that the land surveyor can 

narrow the research area and pinpoint the field reconnaissance area. This information is 

necessary for the execution of the “Acknowledgement of Survey Monument 

Responsibility” form. Acknowledgement Forms are explained in the next section 

(Ensuring Sec. 8771 Compliance). 



More often than not the first to reenter the wildfire zone are utility companies and their 

contractors. Their primary initial function is to de-energize the electrical grid, and to 

remove downed power poles and trees from roadways. From a practical and safety 

standpoint, no survey monument preservation is expected at this stage, but survey 

monument preservation should begin as soon as the de-energizing is complete and the 

downed poles and trees are removed. Utilities may be located in City/County road right-

of-ways, private road right-of-ways, State Highway right-of-ways, across private land or 

across State/Federal lands. The designated land surveyor for the utility companies and 

their sub-contractors must research, locate and reference survey monuments that may 

be in jeopardy of being disturbed or destroyed in or adjacent to the construction zone 

(survey monument preservation zone) of the utility restoration works no matter which 

jurisdiction they are located in. With a permit or without a permit, utility company 

designated land surveyors and other contractor designated land surveyors are required 

to comply with Sec. 8771 Survey Monument Preservation if working in “streets, 

highways, other right-of-ways, and easements.” 

Wildfires fall into three categories: 

1. Rural – sparsely inhabited areas. 

2. Rural unincorporated communities. 

3. Combination rural/sparce and rural communities. 

Each of these categories may include: 

1. Historic fence corners/fence line locations. 

2. Natural survey monuments 

3. Accessory survey monuments 

4. Modern survey monuments 

The massive wildfires California has been experiencing are crossing jurisdictional 

boundaries such as County and State lines. Historical natural survey monuments may 

mark some or most of these corners and lines. County Surveyors should collaborate 

with US Forest Service and State Lands Commission Land Surveyors to promote and 

coordinate survey monument preservation activities. 

This Guide is NOT advocating or suggesting to stop or slow down the utility 

restoration work (Emergency Restoration Activities). The goal is for the land 

surveyor and the vegetation removal crews and the utility line crews to work safely 

together. This requires cooperation, coordination, and open communication between 

County Surveyors, Utility Company Land Surveyors, and Contract Surveyors. 

When landowners agree to restoring utility services across their property in a recent 

burn area, they are NOT agreeing to the destruction of their survey monuments marking 

property corners. This is why survey monument preservation laws exist. 



Ensuring Sec. 8771 Compliance 

 
If an encroachment permit is issued to the landowner, utility company, or contractor for work 

performed in “streets, highways, other right-of-ways or easements” THEN the Governmental 

Agency must ENSURE that Sec. 8771 is completed. 

If NO encroachment permit is issued, the landowner, utility company, or contractor working in 

“streets, highways, other right-of-ways, and easements” are required to comply with Sec. 

8771(b)(c) but the governmental agency is NOT required to ENSURE compliance. 

If the Governmental Agency is performing construction or maintenance work in “streets, 

highways, other right-of-ways, and easements” THEN the Governmental Agency must ENSURE 

that Sec. 8771 is completed. 

HOW DOES ENSURING HAPPEN? 

“ENSURING” is partially accomplished with the use of the “Acknowledgement of Survey 

Monument Responsibility (Pre-Utility Repair/Restoration)” and Acknowledgement of Survey 

Monument Preservation (Post-Utility Repair/Restoration) forms. Someone has to be 

“Responsible” – held Accountable. The acknowledgement forms attempt to do that. But 

together with the Acknowledgment forms there has to be involvement by the governmental 

agency designated Land Surveyor (City/County Surveyor). The governmental agency 

designated Land Surveyor must monitor, question, and provide oversight. REMEMBER, PLS 

ACT SEC. 8771 IS A QUASI – PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENTAL AGENCY 

DESIGNATED CIVIL ENGINEER (CITY/COUNTY ENGINEER) (SEC. 6730.2) AND THE 

LANDOWNERS, UTILITY COMPANY, OR CONTRACTOR DESIGNATED LAND SURVEYOR 

(SEC. 8729(a)(2)) IDENTIFIED ON THE ACKNOWLEDGEMENT FORM. THE PURPOSE OF 

THE ACKNOWLEDGEMENT FORM IS TO SHARE AS MUCH OF THE RESPONSIBILITY AS 

POSSIBLE WITH THE DESIGNATED LAND SURVEYOR.  

A governmental agency that only places a note or statement on the ENCROACHMENT 

PERMIT alerting the landowner, utility company, or contractor to comply with Sec. 8771 

WITHOUT having a system that ENSURES compliance, DOES NOT RELIEVE the 

governmental agency of basic Sec. 8771 monument preservation responsibilities. ENSURING 

compliance when an encroachment permit is issued is necessary to fulfill the requirements of 

Sec. 8771. 

No Utility Repair / Restoration encroachment permit is issued unless there is a waiver 

from the City/County Surveyor or unless there is an executed “Acknowledgement of 

Survey Monument Responsibility (Pre-Utility Repair / Restoration)” form on file with the 

permitting agency. Likewise, at the end of Utility Repair / Restoration, no Notice of 

Completion is to be issued unless there is an executed “Acknowledgement of Survey 

Monument Preservation (Post-Utility Repair / Restoration)” form on file with the 

permitting agency. 

 



Survey Monument Preservation Zone 

The Construction Zone is generally defined as, but not limited to, the area of excavation, 

ground disturbance, spoil pile area, material laydown area, material storage, staging 

site, and cleanup limits. This includes road resurfacing, utility pole placement, setting of 

utility boxes, vaults, risers, installing water service & meter, removing trees, building 

demolition, fuel breaks, etc. The construction zone is also known as the Survey 

Monument Preservation Zone.  

The definition and limits of the: 

1. Construction Zone (Survey Monument Preservation Zone) 

2. Utility Repair / Restoration Zone (Survey Monument Preservation Zone) 

3. Debris / Tree Removal Zone (Survey Monument Preservation Zone) 

4. Fuel Break Area/Zone (Survey Monument Preservation Zone) 

5. Forest Restoration Area (Survey Monument Preservation Zone) 

The Survey Monument Preservation Zone shall be agreed to by the local agency 

designated Land Surveyor AND the designated Land Surveyor executing the 

“Acknowledgement of Monument Responsibility Pre-Construction” and the 

“Acknowledgement of Monument Preservation Post Construction” form for the 

landowner, utility company, project partners, or contractor. All survey monuments 

located adjacent to or within the agreed zone that could be destroyed, damaged, 

covered, disturbed, or otherwise obliterated shall be protected as specified in Sec. 8771 

(a-f) of the Business and Profession Code, and to comply with Sec. 8725 of the 

Business and Profession Code; Sec. 841 of the Civil Code; Sec. 605 of the California 

Penal Code; Sec. 732 of the Streets and Highway Code; Sec. 476 Code of Professional 

Conduct – Professional Land Surveyor; and U.S. Code Title 18, Sec. 1858. It is critical 

to describe and identify the agreed “Survey Monument Preservation Zone” on the 

“Acknowledgement of Monument Responsibility Pre-Construction” form. See sample 

forms at the end of this Chapter. The local agency designated land surveyors are 

cautioned to be fair and cooperative when working with the landowner or project partner 

designated land surveyor to determine the SURVEY MONUMENT PRESERVATION 

ZONE. Each have an equal component part to play. Both land surveyors are to 

recognize that the zone may need to be modified if the circumstances change. The goal 

is to preserve survey monuments.  



Encroachment Permits 

PLS Act Sec. 8771 is focused on survey monuments along or in “Streets, Highways, 

other right-of-ways, or Easements” in which the local agency may issue an 

Encroachment Permit to improve, constructed, reconstructed, maintained, resurfaced, 

or relocated. 

Which local agency DEPARTMENT is responsible for issuing Encroachment Permits? 

THAT DEPARTMENT IS RESPONSIBLE FOR ENSURING COMPLIANCE OF PLS 

ACT SEC. 8771. That Department may or may not have a designated land surveyor 

(8725.1) identified as being in responsible charge. Unless clearly specified on the 

Notice of Department Designation (NODD) form, the Town/County Surveyor is 

presumed to be in responsible charge of land surveying practices for the Department 

issuing and administering encroachment permits. 

This is reinforced by PE Act Sec. 6730.2(c). THE COUNTY ENGINEER IS 

RESPONSIBLE FOR SURVEY MONUMENT PRESERVATION AS IT RELATES TO 

SEC. 8771(b)(c) NO MATTER WHO IS WORKING IN THE “STREETS, HIGHWAYS, 

OTHER RIGHT-OF-WAYS, AND EASEMENTS.” 

What is the purpose of an Encroachment Permit? 

The purpose of an Encroachment Permit is to enable the Local Agency to monitor work 

or activities performed within Local Agency right-of-way by homeowners, private 

developers, contractors, utility companies, and local governmental agencies to 

ENSURE public safety, and protecting the public’s survey monuments. The local 

agency has a statutory duty and moral obligation to protect the public. 

When is an Encroachment Permit required? 

An Encroachment Permit is required for all construction work and proposed activities 

that encroach within, under, or over the Local Agency road right-of-way.  Some 

examples of work requiring an Encroachment Permit may include but are not limited to 

the following: 

• Public utility installation, maintenance, and repair (i.e. Electric, Telephone, Cable) 

• Maintenance of roadside drain ditches, channel repair and improvements 

• Repair of water services and water mains 

• Emergency utility restoration activities 

• Undergrounding utilities 

• Dead or deceased tree removal 

• Road repair, reconstruction, paving, seal coating, etc. 



• Repair of driveways 

• Fuel Break Projects, Fuel Reduction Projects, Forest Restoration 

• Capital Improvement Projects, Bridge Repair and Rebuilding 

Why is an Encroachment Permit Required? 

The purpose of an Encroachment Permit is to ensure the safety of the community 

during construction work in the public right-of-way as well as making sure the work 

meets Local Agency standards, protects existing Local Agency infrastructure and 

facilities and preserves survey monuments in the Public Domain. 

Issuing an encroachment permit to utility companies and various contractors for the 

purpose of completing “Emergency Restoration Activities” is a good practice. But in the 

eyes of many local agencies it may not be an absolute necessity. The utility companies 

and various contractors working in streets and easements are automatically required to 

comply with PLS Act Sec. 8771 with a permit or without. What is missing when an 

encroachment permit is not issued is the “ENSURING” component by the local agency 

as required by Sec. 8771(d). 

Survey Monument Preservation Statement for Utility and Restoration 

Encroachment Permit 

All permitted Utility Repair and Restoration activity will require an “Acknowledgement of 

Survey Monument Responsibility “Pre Utility Repair and Restoration” form accepting all 

responsibility for the survey monument preservation as required by Sec. 8771 (a-f) of 

the Business and Profession Code, signed by an individual in responsible charge of the 

Land Surveying activities within the bounds of the permitted Utility Repair and 

Restoration Zone (survey monument preservation zone) PRIOR to issuance of the 

permit. PRIOR to final sign-off of the Utility Repair and Restoration activity, the 

(Town/County) Designated Surveyor will require a second “Acknowledgement of Survey 

Monument Preservation “Post Utility Repair and Restoration” form signed by the SAME 

designated individual in responsible charge of the Land Surveying activities, stating that 

all survey monuments within the bounds of the permitted Utility Repair and Restoration 

Zone (survey monument preservation zone) have been preserved or reset. This 

requirement may only be altered or waived in writing by the (Town/County) Designated 

Surveyor in certain situations. 

 

See sample “Public Works Survey Monument Preservation Policy” in appendix. 

(This statement should be a standard condition of approval or requirement for all 

permit applications) 



Overall Survey Monument Preservation 

But how about all other survey monuments that are not covered by Sec.  

8771(a-f)? All other survey monuments fall under several codes and statutes listed 

below together with society’s sacred trust bestowed onto Land Surveyors. That sacred 

trust is that Land Surveyors will maintain and protect property boundaries. Property 

boundaries are defined and marked by survey monuments. Survey Monument 

Preservation is at the heart of the most important duty of every Land Surveyor. Survey 

Monuments belong to the public and they are in the “Public Domain”. Protecting survey 

monuments in the PUBLIC DOMAIN complies with Section 476, Code of Professional 

Conduct – Professional Land Surveyor, and implied in Sec. 8725, PLS Act.  

The primary underlying fundamental professional function and duty of the Town and 

County Surveyor, in their official capacity, is to protect the Public. Whether elected, 

appointed, or hired, good governance depends on officials and their staff knowing, 

understanding, and following the duties and responsibilities of being a public servant as 

well as the relevant laws and requirements that govern it by providing survey monument 

preservation oversight. Protecting the public must include having a DEBRIS & TREE 

REMOVAL PERMITTING PROCESS, BUILDING PERMIT PROCESS, AND FUEL 

BREAK PROCESS that includes protecting the PUBLICS’ SURVEY MONUMENTS 

from being destroyed by a permit approved and issued by the Local Agency. This 

includes protecting the permit sites’ survey monuments marking the permit sites’ 

property lines AND the survey monuments marking the road and easement right-of-way 

lines. All of these survey monuments are the PUBLICS’ SURVEY MONUMENTS. 

THEY ALL ARE IN THE “PUBLIC DOMAIN” AND MUST BE PROTECTED BY 

CONDITIONING THE DEBRIS & TREE REMOVAL RIGHT-OF-ENTRY PERMITS, 

BUILDING PERMITS, AND FUEL BREAK PERMITS TO PROVIDE FOR SURVEY 

MONUMENT PRESERVATION PRACTICES. How else are the survey monuments of 

adjoining landowners who share a common boundary line with the permitted debris & 

tree removal, building site, or fuel break be protected? THE AJOINING 

LANDOWNER’S PROPERTY RIGHTS MUST BE PROTECTED. Privity of contract no 

longer rules and third-party liability should be a concern to the Designated Land 

Surveyor for the Debris/Tree Removal Permit, Building Permit or Fuel Break. Survey 

monuments fix or mark property lines and rights-of-way lines on the ground. The 

ownership of land, and consequently the ability to define boundaries, is dependent on 

survey monuments and their preservation. Survey monuments are visible and tangible 

landmarks that landowners can see and touch, and bring meaning to property 

boundaries and ownership. SAFEGUARDING THE PUBLICS’ SURVEY MONUMENTS 

also conforms with the provisions stipulated in: 

1. Sec. 8771(a-f) of the Business and Professions Code  

2. Sec. 8725 of the Business and Professions Code  



3. Sec. 841 of the Civil Code  

4. Sec. 605 of the California Penal Code  

5. Sec. 732 of the Streets and Highway Code  

6. Sec. 476 of the Code of Professional Conduct – Professional Land Surveyor 

7. U.S. Code Title 18, Sec. 1858 

Land surveyors are stewards of the public’s property boundaries, and as such, are 

entrusted with maintaining and protecting the public’s property boundaries. Town and 

County Surveyors understand the noteworthy benefits and advantages achieved by 

preserving the PUBLICS’ SURVEY MONUMENTS by providing survey monument 

preservation oversight. The right to own and enjoy property is one of the basic founding 

principles of our country. The Town and County Surveyor oversight function is a 

prominent role in the protection of these rights. THE GOAL OF THE TOWN AND 

COUNTY SURVEYOR IS TO ENSURE THAT ALL OF THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR 

SURVEY MONUMENT PRESERVATION IS ASSIGNED TO THE DESIGNATED 

LAND SURVEYOR FOR THE DEBRIS & TREE REMOVAL PERMIT, BUILDING 

PERMIT OR FUEL BREAK PERMIT THROUGH THE USE OF ENTITLEMENT 

CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL, “ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF MONUMENT 

RESPONSIBILITY/PRESERVATION” FORMS, AND OTHER ALTERNATIVE MEANS.  

Afterall, Land Surveyors are licensed as a consumer protection measure. 

Debris Removal, Tree Removal, building contractors, fuel break project partners, and 

Forest Restoration Partners shall designate an individual legally authorized to practice 

land surveying to be responsible for and to comply with all Federal, State, and local 

survey monument preservation laws, statutes, and codes of conduct.  

See Chapter 3 



Survey Monument Preservation 

For 

Fuel Reduction and Fuel Break Projects 

Fuel Reduction and Fuel Break Projects around wildfire vulnerable communities will be 

used more frequently in the future and on a much larger scale. Fuel Reduction and Fuel 

Break Projects are vital in disrupting fire behavior and slowing fire progression. 

Evidence of this is the overwhelming passage of Senate Bill 85 and signed into law April 

12, 2021. Senate Bill 85 allocates $536 million for a range of Wildfire prevention 

Projects. It is imperative that County Surveyors work closely with all Fuel Reduction and 

Fuel Break Project partners to promote and oversee the successful completion of 

survey monument preservation whether these projects are located in road or highway 

rights-of-way, Federal or State lands, or private lands. The primary fundamental 

professional function and responsibility of County Surveyors, in their official capacity, is 

to ensure that property rights and public welfare are protected by providing survey 

monument preservation oversight for Projects that could put survey monuments in 

jeopardy of being disturbed or destroyed. It is incumbent on the County Surveyor to 

advise the Fuel Reduction and Fuel Break Project partners of their obligation to 

designate a licensed land surveyor to be in “responsible charge” of necessary land 

surveying services and of survey monument preservation for the Fuel Reduction and 

Fuel Break Project areas. The designated land surveyor can evaluate the ground 

disturbing potential of the Project and determine which, if any, survey monuments are in 

jeopardy of being disturbed or destroyed, and must be referenced and preserved. 

Equally important, the designated land surveyor would also establish property lines and 

road right-of-way lines that limit and define the Fuel Reduction and Fuel Break Project. 

Local agencies must keep lines of communication open with the “Wildfire and Forest 

Resilience Task Force” and all involved parties to monitor survey monument 

preservation opportunities and to provide general land surveying oversight. 

With a vegetation removal permit or without a permit, vegetation control contractors are 

required to comply with Sec. 8771 Survey Monument Preservation if working in streets, 



highways, other right-of-ways, and easements and to comply with Sec. 8725 of the 

Business and Profession Code; Sec. 841 of the Civil Code; Sec. 605 of the California 

Penal Code; Sec. 732 of the Streets and Highway Code; Sec. 476 Code of Professional 

Conduct and Professional Land Surveyor; and U.S. Code Title 18, Sec. 1858 “for all 

other locations.” 

Establishing and identifying where the Fuel Reduction and Fuel Break Project begins 

and ends between public and private properties is needed by the vegetation removal 

contractors. Fuel Reduction and Fuel Break Projects on Federal and State lands are 

typically accomplished with the use of a “USFS Stewardship Landline Survey 

Agreement.” County Board of Supervisors have typically been approving Master 

Stewardship Agreements (MSA) with the USDA and the Forest Service. These 

Agreements give the County authority, for a period of time, to work with the USFS to 

conduct Fuel Reduction and Fuel Break and land surveying activities on the National 

Forest Lands within the County boundaries. These agreements include proven detailed 

survey specifications for identifying and marking the lines between public and private 

lands and to preserve survey monuments. These agreements have proven to be very 

effective. 

The goal is for all agencies to work together so the results will be a safer community 

environment with survey monuments preserved and property rights respected. 



(City/County Letterhead) 
 

Acknowledgement of Survey Monument Responsibility 
“Pre - Utility Repair / Restoration” 

Survey Monument Preservation prior to permitted Utility Repair / Restoration activity 
(Same Land Surveyor for Pre & Post) 

 
 
I, ____________________________, a duly Licensed Land Surveyor or Licensed Civil Engineer 
               (Please print)  
legally authorized to practice Land Surveying, License No. _____________, hereby acknowledge 

and accept all responsibility for the Pre-Utility Repair / Restoration survey monument preservation 

in the Public Domain as required per Section 8771(a-f) of the Business and Professions Code 

within the bounds of the Utility Repair / Restoration activity zone (Survey Monument Preservation 

Zone) permitted by the City/County Permit No. _______________.  

 

General description of work area:__________________________________________. 

 

I further acknowledge that I am hereby responsible for the Post-Utility Repair / Restoration Survey 

Monument Preservation prior to final acceptance of the Utility Repair / Restoration activity 

permitted by the City/County Permit No.  . 

 
 
 

           Seal 
Signature – Land Surveyor Responsible for 
Monument Preservation 
 
 
______________________________ 
Date 

 
 
Requirements Needed Prior to Issuing Permit: 

 

 Exhibit of agreed definition of Survey Monument Preservation Zone. 
 

 Acknowledging Surveyor agrees to provide County Surveyor draft Pre- 
Utility Repair / Restoration Corner Record(s) or Record of Survey within a 
specified time limit depending on the number of monuments involved. 

 
 Provide Contract Surveyor Contact Information. 

 
 
 

 
 

 



(City/County Letterhead) 
 

Acknowledgement of Survey Monument Preservation 
“Post - Utility Repair / Restoration” 

Survey Monument Preservation prior to final acceptance of permitted Utility Repair / Restoration 
activity 

(Same Land Surveyor for Pre & Post) 
 
 
I, ____________________________, a duly Licensed Land Surveyor or Licensed Civil Engineer  
               (Please print) 
legally authorized to practice Land Surveying, License No. _____________, hereby acknowledge 

and accept all responsibility for the Post-Utility Repair / Restoration survey monument 

preservation in the Public Domain as required per Section 8771(a-f) of the Business and 

Professions Code within the bounds of the Utility Repair / Restoration activity zone (Survey 

Monument Preservation Zone) permitted by the City/County Permit No. _______________.  

 

General description of work area:__________________________________________. 

 

I hereby state that all survey monuments within the bounds of the Utility Repair / Restoration 

activity zone (Survey Monument Preservation Zone) permitted by City/County Permit  

No.   are in the original location or have been reset in accordance with 

Section 8771(a-f) of the Business and Professions Code. 

 
 
 
           Seal 
Signature – Land Surveyor Responsible for 
Monument Preservation 
 
 
______________________________ 
Date 
 

 
Requirements Needed Prior to Issuing Notice of Completion: 

 

 Exhibit confirming original agreed definition of Survey Monument 
Preservation Zone. 

 
 Draft copy of Corner Record(s) or Record of Survey. 

 



Property Corners Marked 

for 

Wildfire Zone Building Permits 

Property lines may be obscure and not easily seen on the ground. Typically, these 

property lines may not be identified with fences, landscaping, or other physical features. 

A wildfire destroys whatever minimal evidence there is except for survey monuments. 

What happens when rebuilding efforts want to begin in the wildfire zone? Marking 

property lines for building inspectors to verify setbacks may be necessary in many 

cases depending on community density, age, and most importantly, the size of the 

properties. Also, those very survey monuments must be protected from being destroyed 

during the construction phase. This may entail finding the survey monuments marking 

the property corners or surveying the property and setting survey monuments at the 

necessary property corners. Typically, the Town and County Surveyors (local agency 

designated land surveyor) are in Responsible Charge of land surveying as defined in 

PLS Act Sec. 8726 for the local agency Building Department. This may or may not be 

reflected on the “Notice of Department Designation” (NODD) form. 

The landowner, contractor, or building permit applicant shall designate an individual 

authorized to practice land surveying as being in responsible charge for the marking or 

setting of survey monuments at property corners. The designated land surveyor not only 

will owe a duty to the landowner client to PRESERVE SURVEY MONUMENTS BUT 

they will also owe a duty to the adjoining property owners. Privity of contract no longer 

rules and third-party liability is a valid concern. 

Policy Statement – Property Corners Marked for Building Permit. 

Survey monuments are intended to protect both public and private property rights. 

Survey monuments marking property corners are required to facilitate the field 

inspection of permitted construction in accordance with the following State regulation 

and Code of Professional Conduct: 

Sec. 107.2.5 California Building Code: 

“The construction documents submitted with the application for permit 

shall be accompanied by a site plan showing to scale the size and location 

of new construction and existing structures on the site, distances from lot 

lines, the established street grades and the proposed finished grades and, 

as applicable, flood hazard areas, floodways, and design flood elevations; 

and it shall be drawn in accordance with an accurate boundary line 

survey. In the case of demolition, the site plan shall show construction to 

be demolished and the location and size of existing structures and 



construction that are to remain on the site or plot. The building official is 

authorized to waive or modify the requirement for a site plan when the 

application for permit is for alteration or repair or when otherwise 

warranted.” 

Sec. 476 Code of Professional Conduct – Professional Land Surveying 

“To protect and safeguard the health, safety, welfare, and property of the 

public, every person who is licensed by the Board as a professional land 

surveyor or professional civil engineer legally authorized to practice land 

surveying, including licensees employed in any manner by a governmental 

entity or in private practice, shall comply with this Code of Professional 

Conduct.” 

The Town/County of (  ) has modified the Building and Demolition Permits to 

require the property corners to be marked for properties in the wildfire zone by an 

individual authorized to practice Land Surveying. The applicant or contractor shall 

designate an individual authorized to practice land surveying as being in responsible 

charge for the marking of such property corners by submitting a “Acknowledgement of 

Monument Responsibility Pre-Construction” form prior to applying for a Building Permit 

or a Demolition Permit.  A Pre-Construction Record of Survey or Corner Record form 

shall be submitted to the County Surveyor for processing. A courtesy copy shall be 

submitted to the Town Designated Surveyor if applicable. Prior to final acceptance of 

the construction activity the Town or County Designated Surveyor will require a 

“Acknowledgement of Monument Preservation Post-Construction” form signed by the 

same designated individual in responsible charge of the Land Surveying activities, 

stating that all survey monuments within the bounds of the permitted construction zone 

(survey monument preservation zone) have been preserved or reset. A Post-

Construction Corner Record form shall be submitted to the County Surveyor for 

processing. A courtesy copy shall be submitted to the Town Designated Surveyor if 

applicable. It shall be at the sole discretion of the Town or County Designated Surveyor 

to determine if the permitted construction activity warrants the need to fulfill this 

requirement.  

Minor construction activity where property lines are not affected and there is no potential 

for jeopardizing existing survey monuments would be a situation where the Town or 

County Designated Surveyor would NOT require the permittee to designate an 

individual in responsible charge of the Land Surveying activities within the bounds of 

permitted construction. 

Surveys for property line locations are required to protect the property rights of the 

owner of a property where work is being done as well as the owners of adjacent 



properties by ensuring that setback requirements are being enforced and construction is 

adhering to approved grading plans. Third party liability should not be overlooked. 

 

Therefore: 

1. The owner’s/contractor’s designated individual legally authorized to practice land 

surveying shall submit a building setback certification to the Chief Building 

Inspector and to the Town/County Surveyor, certifying that the building setbacks 

are pursuant to the approved Construction Site Plan prior to receiving a 

foundation inspection. 

2. The owner’s/contractor’s designated individual legally authorized to practice land 

surveying shall submit a building pad elevation certification to the Chief Building 

Inspector and to the Town/County Surveyor, certifying that the building pad 

elevations are pursuant to the approved grading plans prior to receiving a 

foundation inspection. 

The local agency designated land surveyor in responsible charge may waive these 

certification requirements if specific circumstances warrant. The reasons for the waiver 

shall be attached to the Building Permit for future reference if needed. 

See Pre/Post-Construction “Acknowledgement of Survey Monument 

Responsibility/Responsibility” forms. See Sample building forms and letters. 



(City/County Letterhead) 
 

Acknowledgement of Survey Monument Responsibility 
“Pre-Construction” 

Survey Monument Preservation prior to permitted construction activity 
(Same Land Surveyor for Pre & Post) 

 
 
I, ____________________________, a duly Licensed Land Surveyor or Licensed Civil Engineer 
               (Please print)  
legally authorized to practice Land Surveying, License No. _____________, hereby acknowledge 

and accept all responsibility for the Pre-Construction survey monument preservation in the Public 

Domain as required by Sec. 8771 (a-f) of the Business and Profession Code, and to comply with 

Sec. 8725 of the Business and Profession Code; Sec. 841 of the Civil Code; Sec. 605 of the 

California Penal Code; Sec. 732 of the Streets and Highway Code; Sec. 476 Code of 

Professional Conduct – Professional Land Surveyor; and U.S. Code Title 18, Sec. 1858 within the 

bounds of the Construction Activity Zone (survey monument preservation zone) permitted by the 

City/County (Permit No. ______________) Address _______________  

 

I further acknowledge that I am hereby responsible for the Post-Construction Survey Monument  

Preservation prior to final acceptance of the Construction Activity permitted by the City/County 

(Permit No. ______________) Address _______________  

 
 
 

           Seal 
Signature – Land Surveyor Responsible for 
Monument Preservation 
 
 
______________________________ 
Date 

 
 
Requirements Needed Prior to Issuing Permit: 

 

 Exhibit of agreed definition of Survey Monument Preservation Zone. 
 

 Acknowledging Surveyor agrees to provide County Surveyor draft Pre-
Construction Corner Record(s) or Record of Survey within a specified time 
limit depending on the number of monuments involved. 

 
 Provide contact surveyor contact information. 

 

 
 
 



(City/County Letterhead) 
 

Acknowledgement of Survey Monument Preservation 
“Post-Construction” 

Survey Monument Preservation prior to final acceptance of permitted construction activity 
(Same Land Surveyor for Pre & Post) 

 
 
I, ____________________________, a duly Licensed Land Surveyor or Licensed Civil Engineer  
               (Please print) 
legally authorized to practice Land Surveying, License No. _____________, hereby acknowledge 

and accept all responsibility for the Post-Construction survey monument preservation in the 

Public Domain as required per Sec. 8771 (a-f) of the Business and Profession Code, and to 

comply with Sec. 8725 of the Business and Profession Code; Sec. 841 of the Civil Code; Sec. 

605 of the California Penal Code; Sec. 732 of the Streets and Highway Code; Sec. 476 Code of 

Professional Conduct – Professional Land Surveyor; and U.S. Code Title 18, Sec. 1858 within the 

bounds of the Construction Activity Zone (survey monument preservation zone) permitted by the 

City/County Permit No. ______________ Address ______________  

 

I hereby state that all survey monuments within the Construction Activity Zone (survey monument 

preservation zone) permitted by City/County Permit No. ______________  

Address _______________  are in the original location or have been reset in 

accordance with Section 8771(a-f) of the Business and Professions Code. 

 
 
 
           Seal 
Signature – Land Surveyor Responsible for 
Monument Preservation 
 
 
______________________________ 
Date 
 

 
Requirements Needed Prior to Issuing Notice of Completion: 

 

 Exhibit confirming original agreed definition of Survey Monument 
Preservation Zone. 

 
 Draft copy of Corner Record(s) or Record of Survey. 

 
 



City/County of  

Community Development Agency 
Address  

Address  

Parcel Boundary Line Certification Form 
Owner Name:  APN:  

Site Address:  BP#:  

Doc. No./Instrument No., or Parcel Map, or Subdivision Map #:  

Property owners must have required property line(s) marked onsite so that County Inspectors can easily 

verify that the setback requirements have been met. 

When the proposed construction is less than twice the building setback to any property line or right-of-

way then: 

Lot line(s) shall be located and marked in the field by a licensed land surveyor or civil 

engineer authorized to practice land surveying. A drawing or copy of a recorded map of 

the subject property clearly indicating the lines located and marked, shall be submitted to 

the Building Department prior to the first onsite inspection and shall bear the following 

statement: 

The line(s) shown hereon, as located and marked, were done so by myself or under my 

direct supervision on: 

    

Date  Signature & Seal (Licensed Surveyor/Engineer) 

Sketch Map: 

 



City/County of  

Address  

Address  

Development Services 
Address 

Address 

Website 

Land Surveyor’s Certification for Building Permit 

Owner Name:  

Site Address:  

Site APN:  

Record Map Reference (if any):  

Lot/Parcel Number as shown on said Map: Book                                        Page  

Doc. No./Instrument No., or Parcel Map, or Subdivision Map #:  

Surveyor’s Statement 

I hereby state that a field survey was performed by me or on the real property described above, or under 

my direction, in conformance with the requirements of the Professional Land Surveyors’ Act, Business 

and Professions Code §§8700 – 8805. 

I also hereby state: 

□ That the monuments, as shown on the above referenced Record Map, have been found, 

verified as to their location and exposed for inspection as of the date of this statement, and 

are shown on the attached Exhibit. 

And/or 

□ That missing property corner monuments have been set, or reset, as shown on the 

attached Exhibit and the appropriate Corner Record or Record of Survey will be filed with 

the County/City or  . 

□ That the monuments as described on the above referenced deed have been found, verified 

as to their location and exposed for inspection as of the date of this statement; are shown 

on the attached Exhibit; and Record of Survey will be filed with the County/City of  . 

This certification and attached exhibit are for the sole purpose of the property corner identification of this 

parcel only and are not intended for public distribution or any use other than building permit clearance for 

the real property described above. 

By:  Date:  

   

 (print name and license number) 

Company Name:  

 

 

 

  

 (Seal) 



(Surveyor Letterhead) 

City/County of  
Address  

Address  

 

Subject: Foundation Location Certification 

Address  

Address  

APN  

Dear Chief Building Inspector, 

 (Surveyor)  performed a survey on  (Date)   

to locate the building foundation forms at  (Address) .  

 

This letter serves as Notice of Certification that the as-built forms comply with the 

zoning minimum setbacks and are in conformance with the approved Construction Site 

Plan. 

Sincerely, 

    

 (Land Surveyor), PLS (            )  Date 



Survey Monument Preservation Statement 

For Fuel Reduction Projects 

Located in Roads & Highways 

The permitting process for Fuel Reduction Projects located in streets, highways, other 
rights-of-way and easements shall include protecting the public’s survey monuments 
from being disturbed or destroyed. The Fuel Reduction Permit applicant shall designate 
a Licensed Land Surveyor or Licensed Civil Engineer legally authorized to practice Land 
Surveying, as being responsible for all survey monument preservation efforts as 
required by Sec. 8771 (a-f) of the Business and Profession Code, and to comply with 
Sec. 8725 of the Business and Profession Code; Sec. 841 of the Civil Code; Sec. 605 of 
the California Penal Code; Sec. 732 of the Streets and Highway Code; Sec. 476 Code 
of Professional Conduct – Professional Land Surveyor; and U.S. Code Title 18, Sec. 
1858. This includes all survey monuments in the Public Domain that may be in jeopardy 
of being disturbed or destroyed located adjacent to or within the Fuel Reduction 
SURVEY MONUMENT PRESERVATION ZONE. The Fuel Reduction contractors must 
clearly describe their proposed scope of work and the general limits of their work area in 
order to identify the Survey Monument Preservation Zone. The said designated Land 
Surveyor or Licensed Civil Engineer shall complete and submit the form entitled “Pre-
Fuel Reduction Acknowledgement of Survey Monument Responsibility” before the 
Encroachment Permit is issued and prior to beginning any Fuel Reduction activity. An 
executed copy of said Acknowledgment form shall be given to the Town or County 
Surveyor before the commencement of any Fuel Reduction activities within the 
SURVEY MONUMENT PRESERVATION ZONE. All survey monuments that may be in 
jeopardy of being disturbed or destroyed located adjacent to or within the Fuel 
Reduction SURVEY MONUMENT PRESERVATION ZONE shall be preserved. Survey 
monuments shall be located and referenced prior to beginning any Fuel Reduction 
activity. A Pre-Fuel Reduction Corner Record(s) or Record of Survey(s) shall be 
filed with the County Surveyor and a courtesy copy shall be given to the Town Surveyor 
if necessary. The form entitled “Post-Fuel Reduction Acknowledgement of Survey 
Monument Preservation” shall be completed prior to declaring Fuel Reduction 
complete and an executed copy of the Acknowledgement form shall be given to the 
Town or County Surveyor before the completion notice is issued. All noted survey 
monument(s) shown on the Pre-Fuel Reduction Corner Record(s) or Record of 
Survey(s) shall be accounted for at the completion of the Fuel Reduction Project. If any 
survey monument(s) were disturbed or destroyed by the Fuel Reduction activity, they 
must be reset by or under the direction of the said designated Licensed Land Surveyor 
or Licensed Civil Engineer and shown on the Post-Fuel Reduction Corner Record(s) 
or Record of Survey(s) which shall be filed with the County Surveyor. THIS PROCESS 
MAY BE MODIFIED IF THE DESIGNATED SURVEY MONUMENT PRESERVATION 
LAND SURVEYOR DETERMINES THAT THERE WILL BE NO GROUND 
DISTURBANCE TO JEOPARDIZE SURVEY MONUMENTS OR PROVIDES 
EVIDENCE THAT THERE IS NO POTENTIAL FOR ANY SURVEY MONUMENTS TO 
BEING DISTURBED OR DESTROYED AS PART OF THE FUEL REDUCTION 
ACTIVITIES. A LETTER OR REPORT STATING THE SAME SHALL BE SUBMITTED 
BY SAID DESIGNATED LAND SURVEYOR TO THE COUNTY SURVEYOR AND A 
COURTESY COPY SHALL BE SUBMITTED TO THE TOWN SURVEYOR. 



(Town/County Letterhead) 
 

Acknowledgement of Survey Monument Responsibility 
“Pre-Fuel Reduction” 

Survey Monument Preservation prior to permitted Fuel Reduction activity 
(Same Land Surveyor for Pre & Post) 

 
 
I, ____________________________, a duly Licensed Land Surveyor or Licensed Civil Engineer 
               (Please print)  
legally authorized to practice Land Surveying, License No. _____________, hereby acknowledge 

and accept all responsibility for the Pre-Fuel Reduction survey monument preservation in the 

Public Domain as required by Sec. 8771 (a-f) of the Business and Profession Code, and to 

comply with Sec. 8725 of the Business and Profession Code; Sec. 841 of the Civil Code; Sec. 

605 of the California Penal Code; Sec. 732 of the Streets and Highway Code; Sec. 476 Code of 

Professional Conduct – Professional Land Surveyor; and U.S. Code Title 18, Sec. 1858 within the 

bounds of the Fuel Reduction Activity Zone (survey monument preservation zone) permitted by 

the Town/County (Permit No. ______________) Address/APN/Description _______________  

 

I further acknowledge that I am hereby responsible for the Post-Fuel Reduction Survey 

Monument  

Preservation prior to final acceptance of the Fuel Reduction Activity permitted by the 

Town/County (Permit No. ______________) Address/APN/Description _______________  

 
 
 

           Seal 
Signature – Land Surveyor Responsible for 
Monument Preservation 
 
 
______________________________ 
Date 

 
 
Requirements Needed Prior to Issuing Permit: 

 

 Exhibit of agreed definition of Survey Monument Preservation Zone. 
 

 Acknowledging Surveyor agrees to provide County Surveyor draft Pre-Fuel 
Reduction Corner Record(s) or Record of Survey within a specified time limit 
depending on the number of monuments involved. 

 
 Provide contact surveyor contact information. 

 
 

 



(Town/County Letterhead) 
 

Acknowledgement of Survey Monument Preservation 
“Post-Fuel Reduction” 

Survey Monument Preservation prior to final acceptance of permitted Fuel Reduction activity 
(Same Land Surveyor for Pre & Post) 

 
 
I, ____________________________, a duly Licensed Land Surveyor or Licensed Civil Engineer  
               (Please print) 
legally authorized to practice Land Surveying, License No. _____________, hereby acknowledge 

and accept all responsibility for the Post-Fuel Reduction survey monument preservation in the 

Public Domain as required per Sec. 8771 (a-f) of the Business and Profession Code, and to 

comply with Sec. 8725 of the Business and Profession Code; Sec. 841 of the Civil Code; Sec. 

605 of the California Penal Code; Sec. 732 of the Streets and Highway Code; Sec. 476 Code of 

Professional Conduct – Professional Land Surveyor; and U.S. Code Title 18, Sec. 1858 within the 

bounds of the Fuel Reduction Activity Zone (survey monument preservation zone) permitted by 

the Town/County Permit No. ______________ Address/APN/Description ______________  

 

I hereby state that all survey monuments within the Fuel Reduction Activity Zone (survey 

monument preservation zone) permitted by Town/County Permit No. ______________  

Address/APN/Description    are in the original location or 

have been reset in accordance with Section 8771(a-f) of the Business and Professions Code. 

 
 
 
           Seal 
Signature – Land Surveyor Responsible for 
Monument Preservation 
 
 
______________________________ 
Date 
 

 
Requirements Needed Prior to Issuing Notice of Completion: 

 

 Exhibit confirming original agreed definition of Survey Monument 
Preservation Zone. 

 
 Draft copy of Corner Record(s) or Record of Survey. 

 
 



 

 

Chapter 2 

Post – Wildfire Disaster  

 Clean-up & Re-Build Phase 

 
 

Survey Monument Preservation 

  

Survey 

Monument 

at Property 

Corner 



P O S T  –  W I L D F I R E  D I S A S T E R  

SURVEY MONUMENT PRESERVATION 

 
The wildfire disaster has happened. Now the utility repair, debris & tree removal and 

rebuilding phases begin. How does Survey Monument Preservation fit into these three 

phases and not interfere in the progress of beginning to re-build homes and 

businesses? After a wildfire disaster strikes peoples goals change. At the top of the list 

is “When can I re-build”? The utility repair and debris & tree removal is typically kicked 

into high gear and it becomes a singular goal. Collateral damage to existing 

infrastructure is totally overlooked. The debris & tree removal and re-building phase will 

be fraught with a lot of emotions and the feelings of being overwhelmed. All notices 

must be sensitive to people’s feelings. This is why it is so critical to establish protocols 

before a wildfire disaster happens. Every wildfire disaster debris & tree removal is 

different. Density of each neighborhood will play a big role into how susceptible survey 

monuments are to being destroyed, damaged, covered, disturbed or otherwise 

obliterated in the utility repair, debris & tree removal, and re-building process. 

Town and County Surveyors should make their presence known to FEMA, OES, 

Environmental Health Department, etc. As public employees, Town and County 

Surveyors provide oversight of State Statues such as PLS Act Sec. 8771. Also, Town 

and County Surveyors are to ENSURE that property rights and public welfare are 

protected by providing survey monument preservation oversight. Do not wait for the 

telephone call to come. Be assertive, push your way into meetings. Seek out fire 

response coordinators and volunteer the Town and County Surveyors expertise. THE 

TOWN AND COUNTY SURVEYOR IS REMINDED THAT IT IS THE TOWN AND 

COUNTY ENGINEER WHO IS RESPONSIBLE FOR COMPLIANCE WITH 

SUBDIVISIONS (b) AND (c), SURVEY MONUMENT PRESERVATION, OF PLS ACT 

SEC. 8771 NO MATTER WHO IS WORKING IN THE “STREETS, HIGHWAYS, 

OTHER RIGHT-OF-WAYS, AND EASEMENTS.” 

The debris & tree removal effort must include local officials. Local officials cannot stand 

by silently while reckless unchecked needless destruction to private and community 

infrastructure takes place during the debris & tree removal effort. Local officials must be 

on the alert for the following abuses to infrastructure: 

1. Neighborhood Road surfaces  

    damaged/destroyed. 

4. Water District water services lateral  

    destroyed. 

2. Septic tanks and leach fields  

    damaged/destroyed. 

5. Manholes and valve boxes destroyed. 

3. Water well damaged/destroyed. 6.  Survey Monuments destroyed. 

These initial destructive actions introduce new opportunities to destroy more 

infrastructure. It is a domino effect! 



POST – WILDFIRE DISASTER 

PLANNING & SURVEY MONUMENT PRESERVATION 

CHECKLIST 

 
1. County Surveyor to consider waiving Record of Survey and Corner Record fees 

for wildfire disaster zone. 
 

2. Town and County Surveyors to view fire zone before utility repair and debris/tree 
removal begins and evaluate circumstances. Town and County Surveyors to be 
assertive and meet with contractors before utility repair and debris/tree removal 
begins and explain importance of preserving survey monuments. Remind 
contractors the need to comply with all Federal, State, and Local Laws, i.e. 
survey monument preservation. 
 

3. Town and County Surveyors to immediately after wildfire event to make contact 
with County OES, Environmental Health, Fire command and stake out authority 
& involvement. Make your presence known. Seek support from private firms. 
 

4. Issue time appropriate (utility, debris, or tree) “Information Letter” to landowners 
in the wildfire zone. Publish time appropriate “Information Letter” in local 
newspapers and County recovery website. 
 

5. Meet with all utility companies. Encroachment Permits are mandatory. Attach 
addendum sheet to the local agency existing Encroachment Permit application to 
include “Survey Monument Preservation” statement from Chapter 1 if PLS Act 
Sec. 8771 compliance is not already included in the permit. Refer to Chapter 1 
for further discussion on Encroachment Permits and Sec. 8771 compliance 
requirements. Obtain executed Acknowledgement form(s). Mutually agree to 
Survey Monument Preservation Zone(s). Begin tracking Survey Monument 
Preservation progress on a dedicated GIS Map. Make submittal of “As-built” 
plans a requirement of the Encroachment Permit. With or without a permit, utility 
companies and contractors are required to comply with Sec. 8771 Survey 
Monument Preservation. 
 

6. Encourage utility company and contractor survey monument preservation 
surveyor to mark found survey monuments with steel tee-post. 
 

7. Have the utility companies selected their “On-Call” contract surveyors? County 
Surveyor is to make contact with the contract surveyor(s) and offer research 
assistance if needed. 
 

8. Meet with Phase 2 Debris Removal designated Land Surveyor (following 
surveyors). 
 



9. County Surveyor to collaborate with County GIS Staff to help coordinate damage 
mapping. 

 

10. Keep local land surveyors informed about survey monument preservation 
compliance requirements in the fire zone. Meet regularly to discuss updates and 
to learn what is happening and what is not happening in the fire zone. 

 

11. Review Paradise/Butte County “Fire Zone Captain System.”  
 

12. Include survey monument preservation on Town or County Disaster Re-Build and 
Recovery website. Consider CLSA brochure. Include “Information Letter.” 
 

13. Town or County Surveyor is to monitor wildfire recovery projects and capital 
improvement projects proposed by FEMA or other local agency departments for 
survey monument preservation compliance. 
 

14. Assist local CLSA Chapter to stay informed about various informative website 
being developed for the local agency and how the land surveyors can be 
involved. 
 

15. The County Surveyor has many duties and responsibilities and a limited budget. 
There is the Pre-Disaster priority list and then a Post-Wildfire Disaster priority list. 
Everything changes after a Wildfire disaster. The County Surveyor must be ready 
to implement the Post-Wildfire disaster priority list. 
 

16. County Surveyor to monitor the formation of disaster “Assistance Centers” for 
opportunities to explain and promote survey monument preservation prior and 
during the rebuilding process. 
 

17. Surveyors working next to each other may discover a boundary discrepancy. The 
local CLSA Chapter may consider establishing a Wildfire Boundary Discrepancy 
Committee to assist resolving their differences. 
 

18. The County Surveyor is to consider organizing a special index for Wildfire 
Disaster Zone Record of Survey Maps and Corner Record forms to simplify and 
streamline the research process. 
 

19. Town and County Surveyors are to monitor Fuel Reduction, Fuel Break, 
Vegetation Removal and Prescribed Burn Projects for Survey Monument 
Preservation compliance. 



Factors to Evaluate 

Wildfire Disasters 

 

• Wildfire cleanup is not like cleaning up after a flood, hurricane, tornado, or 
earthquake. 
 

• Wildfires create a lot of hazardous waste. 
 

• Top 3” – 6” of burnt house footprint has to be removed 
 

• Each wildfire neighborhood has its own unique circumstances. No two wildfires are 
alike. 

 

i. Density of community 
ii. Modern dense subdivisions 
iii. Antiquated rural subdivisions 
iv. Aliquot parcels 
v. Ranchette parcels 
vi. Terrain 
vii. Antiquate Townsite(s) Lots 
viii. Developed roads vs. rural gravel roads. 
ix. Roads predominately underdeveloped easements 
x. Surveying history of community 
xi. Some areas are heavily surveyed 
xii. Other areas have very few surveys. 
xiii. Some areas have had past fires which may have destroyed monuments. 
xiv. History of surveying determined by how conscientious past surveyors were. 
xv. Grid – like development vs. meandering, terrain-oriented development. 
xvi. Modern minimum parcel size with side/rear fences vs. old larger parcels without 

fences. 
xvii. Antiquated wide Town roads with numerous historic encroachments 

 

• Some Neighborhoods experience little damage to monuments based on unique 
circumstances. 

 

• Utility companies replace poles. Gas is provided by propane tanks. 
 

• Houses are on well & septic tank 
 

• Community water system – plastic pipe distribution system 
 

• Underground infrastructure replacement introduces monuments to being in jeopardy. 
 

• Even within a particular fire zone you are going to encounter unique circumstances 



 

• Town or County roads versus private roads or private easements. Clean-up trucks & 
equipment destroy roads and the monuments in those roads. 

 

• Identify where centerline monuments are, if any. Centerline monument’s most 
susceptible to be destroyed by debris truck traffic, overweight truck on roads not 
designed. 

 

 
 
 

Fire Salvage Timber Logging 

 
Typically, rural wildfire prone communities border US Forest Service (USFS) or Bureau 
of Land Management (BLM) Lands. Years after a wildfire, these USFS and BLM Lands, 
and private lands may experience fire salvage timber logging and the harvest of 
biomass material. These communities will experience a certain amount of logging truck 
impacts to roadways servicing these USFS and BLM, and private lands as a result of 
this logging. Not only road improvements will be impacted, but any survey monuments 
set in those roadways may be impacted. This is another example of how an aggressive 
pro-monument preservation encroachment permit process can help protect a 
community’s survey monuments. With an encroachment permit or without an 
encroachment permit, logging companies, trucking companies, etc. are required to 
comply with PLS Act Sec. 8771 (a-f) of the Business and Professions Code Survey 
Monument Preservation if their activities impact “streets, highways, other right-of-ways, 
and easements.” Strong lines of communication between County Surveyors, USFS, 
BLM, logging contractors, and trucking companies will be important to promote and 
coordinate survey monument preservation oversight, practices, procedures, and 
documentation. All logging operations conducted on private or government lands shall 
comply with Sec. 8771 (a-f), Sec. 476 of the Code of Professional Conduct – 
Professional Land Surveyor and U.S. Code Title 18, Sec. 1858. The logging contractors 
shall designate a licensed land surveyor to be in responsible charge (Sec. 8729(c)(2)) of 
necessary land surveying services and of survey monument preservation. The 
designated land surveyor can evaluate the logging operation and determine which, if 
any, survey monuments are in jeopardy of being disturbed or destroyed and must be 
referenced and preserved. 



Surveying Opportunities 

Provided by Wildfires 

 
Wildfires are disastrous, but in some areas and under the right circumstances, a wildfire 
could present the land surveying community with an opportunity. Survey monuments 
that were hidden in dense impenetrable undergrowth are now accessible. Each 
community should develop a list of survey monuments that would be beneficial to the 
community to find and reference. The window of opportunity would be narrow. Mother 
nature acts quickly and regrowth will begin emerging the following spring. The concept 
of developing a “wish-list” of survey monuments or corners holds true for prescribed 
burns or fuel reduction programs. It is critical to monitor the Forest Service programs for 
possible opportunities. This would be a perfect example how “Survey Monument 
Preservation Fund” money could be put to a beneficial use for the communities at large. 
 
Everyone will be busy and pre-occupied with wildfire cleanup. The wish-list must be in 
place and prioritized and ready to implement. County Surveyor is to collaborate and 
coordinate with Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management land surveyors. 
 
The opportunity may never come again. This is especially true if the wildfire clears 
County or State line. 
 

Wildfire and Road 

Right-of-Way Fences 

 
Wildfires destroy fence lines that define rural roadways. Some Counties have few 
County Roads under the County’s jurisdiction. The vast majority are private roads. 
Other Counties have very few private roads. The existing right-of-way fences may be 
the only evidence of the easement width. 
 

• Does the County have a policy in place to replace right-of-way fences? 

• Does the County care how adjoining landowners replace the fences? 

• Does the County have standards for right-of-way fence replacement? 

• Does the County have a minimum right-of-way width? 

• Does this work require an encroachment permit? 

• Survey monument preservation would be covered if an encroachment permit 
were required (assuming encroachment permits include Sec. 8771 compliance 
requirements)? 

• With a permit or without a permit, landowners are required to comply with Sec. 
8771 Survey Monument Preservation. 

• Does the County have a standard letter ready to mail out to affected landowners 
explaining the requirements and procedures? 



INFORMATION LETTER TO LANDOWNERS 

IN THE WILDFIRE ZONE 

PRIOR TO UTILITY REPAIR AND RESTORATION 

Subject: Emergency Utility Repair and Restoration – Property Corners 

 

Dear Property Owner: 

 

The loss of basic utilities (electrical, telephone, cable, domestic water, etc.) has been 

overwhelming. However, due to the resilience of (Town/County) and its citizens, the utility repair 

and utility restoration process will be the first to begin. A major part of the success of the 

residential and commercial rebuilding process will rely on the preservation of the survey 

monuments marking the location of property corners. 

 

The location of property boundaries, roadways, and utility easements begin with physical 

placement of the survey monuments or “markers.” These “markers” are usually comprised of 

rebar or iron pipes in various diameters and lengths and are often buried just below the surface 

to avoid disturbance. Although often overlooked, these markers are absolutely critical to the 

rebuilding process, especially on the smaller lots or parcels of land where setback limits have to 

be met along with other (Town/County) building standards. 

 

As the various utility companies and their contractors begin the process of repairing and 

restoring the utilities, I, as (Town/County) Surveyor, have a responsibility to make you aware 

that the various utility companies and their contractors are responsible for the preservation of 

these markers as authorized by Sec. 8771(a-f) of the Business and Professions Code. 

 

The various utility companies and their contractors are not exempt from complying with this 

statute and must preserve your property “marks”. 

 

(For more information visit the CLSA website – Monument Conservation) 

 

Or 

 

(For more information visit Town/County Website – Property Corner Marks Preservation) 



INFORMATION LETTER TO LANDOWNERS 

IN THE WILDFIRE ZONE 

PRIOR TO DEBRIS AND TREE REMOVAL 

Subject: Wildfire Debris and Tree Removal Process – Property Corners 
 
Dear Property Owner: 
 
The loss of (life), homes, personal property, and basic infrastructure (roads, utilities, etc.) has 
been overwhelming. However, due to the resilience of (Town/County) and its citizens, the debris 
and tree removal process will begin immediately. A major part of the success of this process will 
rely on the preservation of the survey monuments marking the location of property corners. 
 
The location of property boundaries, roadways, and utility easements begin with physical 
placement of the survey monuments or “markers.” These “markers” are usually comprised of 
rebar or iron pipes in various diameters and lengths and are often buried just below the surface 
to avoid disturbance. Although often overlooked, these markers are critical to the rebuilding 
process, especially on the smaller lots or parcels of land where setback limits have to be met 
along with other (Town/County) building standards. 
 
As we begin the process of debris removal and tree removal, I, as (Town/County) Surveyor, 
have a responsibility to make you aware of the need for the preservation of these markers as 
authorized by: 

1. Sec. 8771 of the Business and Professions Code 
2. Sec. 8725 of the Business and Professions Code  
3. Sec. 841 of the Civil Code  
4. Sec. 605 of the California Penal Code  
5. Sec. 732 of the Streets and Highway Code  
6. Sec. 476 of the Code of Professional Conduct – Professional Land Surveyor 
7. U.S. Code Title 18, Sec. 1858 

 
The various Debris Removal contractors and Tree Removal Contractors are not exempt from 
complying with these codes and statutes and must preserve your property “marks.” 
 
Therefore, it’s extremely important for you and the contractor doing the debris and tree removal 
to know where the property corner markers are and to leave them undisturbed. Even the 
remnants of fences, rock walls, or other evidence of property lines should be left in place to aid 
the land surveyor in locating or reestablishing property corners. An on-site meeting between you 
and the contractor as part of the “right of entry” process prior to debris and tree removal is 
advisable. If you need the help of a land surveyor you should include him or her in the meeting. 
The contractor is there to help you, so help him protect one of the most important property 
owner assets – the property corner markers. After all, the preservation of these markers is the 
law in California plus it will help to prevent disputes with neighbors and costly surveys later. 
 

(For more information visit the CLSA website – Monument Conservation) 
 

Or 
 

(For more information visit Town/County Website – Property Corner Marks Preservation) 



Hazardous / Difficult Survey Monument 

Search Sites 

 
The Survey Monument Preservation process may encounter situations where record 

data shows survey monuments to exist but the survey crew is not equipped to remove 

fire debris, fallen trees, burnt vehicles, etc. The situation may also put the survey crew 

in dangerous position such as searching for monuments located in hazardous waste. In 

such situations, the retracement surveyor may consider listing the difficult sites on the 

Pre-Debris/Tree Removal Corner Record and notifying property owners. The retracing 

Land Surveyor may attempt to coordinate removal of hazardous waste with the 

debris/tree removal Contractor. All parties shall cooperate and recognize speed and 

most important safety is essential. This extreme action shall be followed only for 

monuments where there is a high probability that the monument(s) exist. 

 

 

 

Drone Imagery 

For 

Wildfire Disaster Survey Monument Preservation 

 

Wildfire disaster land surveyors may want a way to view wildfire destroyed areas safely, 

quickly, and from the convenience of their office (virtual preliminary reconnaissance). 

Drones can satisfy this need. These unmanned aerial systems (UAS’s) are becoming 

an increasingly important element for wildfire disaster responders. Drones can help with 

a range of activities from providing a quick, convenient, and recorded video of the 

destroyed neighborhoods to creating maps of the impacted areas. The ability to have a 

current video and accurate geospatial information could be key for planning the survey 

monument search locations. Survey monument search locations can be efficiently 

prioritized based on current video footage of the destroyed neighborhoods. Survey 

crews can arrive at the wildfire zone with information that allows them to safely and 

efficiently search for survey monuments that could be in jeopardy from the utility 

infrastructure repair and restoration work. 



 

 

Chapter 3 

Wildfire Debris / Tree 

Removal Contractors 

 
 

Survey Monument Preservation 

  

Survey Monument 

at Property Corner 
 



Wildfire Debris / Tree Removal 

Debris Removal 

After a wildfire disaster occurs, Local Government, State, and Federal Agencies 

organize teams of experts from the California State Department of Toxic Substance 

Control and U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to inspect destroyed property and 

remove any toxic substance (household hazardous waste) that may pose a threat to 

human health, animals, and the environment. This includes both residential and 

commercial properties. This is referred to as “Phase 1.” No survey monument 

preservation is provided with Phase 1. 

After the initial toxic substance (household hazardous waste) cleanup, the Office of 

Emergency Services, Federal Emergency Management Agency and Local Officials 

coordinate with the State’s Debris Task Force and its Debris Management Teams to 

conduct fire-related debris removal from disaster damaged property. This is referred to 

as “Phase 2.” Property owners may elect to privately remove fire-related debris. 

Survey monument preservation is to be provided with Phase 2, whether the 

debris is removed by Public Agency or removed privately, if the property corners 

can be safely accessed. 

Property owners must complete a “Debris Removal Right of Entry Permit” to allow these 

agencies to clean-up these properties. The “Debris Removal Right of Entry Permit” must 

be Survey Monument Preservation compliant. Landowners that agree to the Debris 

Removal and Cleanup are not agreeing to the destruction of survey monuments 

marking their and their neighbor’s property corners. As previously stated, third party 

liability should be a consideration. 

Tree Removal 

Removing damaged, dead or dying trees resulting from drought, bark beetle attack, or a 

wildfire disaster is a community necessity. Tree removal (which does not include 

removing the tree stump) will occur in streets, highways, other right-of-ways and 

easements as well as on private property. The local agency contractors will determine 

which trees must be removed to maintain public safety. The designated land surveyor 

can evaluate the ground disturbing potential of the tree removal and determined which, 

if any, survey monuments are in jeopardy of being disturbed or destroyed, and must be 

referenced and preserved. To initiate the private property Tree Removal, the contractor 

must obtain a “Tree Removal Right of Entry Permit.” The “Tree Removal Right of Entry 

Permit” must be Survey Monument Preservation compliant. To initiate the public right-

of-way Tree Removal, the contractor shall obtain a Survey Monument Preservation 

Compliant Encroachment Permit. 

 

See Pre/Post-Debris/Tree Removal “Acknowledgement of Survey Monument 

Responsibility/Preservation” form. 



Wildfire Disaster Contractor 

 
Contractors individually are not responsible for survey monument preservation or any 

other land surveying functions, practices, or duties as defined in PLS Act. Sec. 8726 

and Sec. 8729(a)(2). A governmental agency may include survey monument 

preservation tasks within the scope of services of a contract as long as all land 

surveying activities (including but not limited to records research, establishing survey 

monument preservation zone, field reconnaissance, field inspection, determination of 

survey monuments, referencing survey monuments, land surveying, rehabilitating & 

resetting survey monuments, etc.) are conducted by or under the responsible charge of 

a licensed land surveyor or licensed civil engineer legally authorized to practice land 

surveying. Best practices dictates that the contractor shall designate the licensed land 

surveyor or licensed civil engineer authorized to practice land surveying as the person 

in Responsible Charge of land surveying work as part of the contract execution process 

to safeguard survey monuments in the Public Domain as required by PLS Act Sec. 

8771(a-f) and to comply with Sec. 8725 of the Business and Profession Code; Sec. 841 

of the Civil Code; Sec. 605 of the California Penal Code; Sec. 732 of the Streets and 

Highway Code; Sec. 476 Code of Professional Conduct – Professional Land Surveyor; 

and U.S. Code Title 18, Sec. 1858. All land surveying related discussions, negotiations, 

or decisions associated with the contract shall be made by the designated land 

surveyor. 

 

Contractors licensed in the State of California must comply with all Federal, State, and 

local laws, codes, and statues, including: 

1. Sec. 8771(a-f) of the Business and Professions Code  

2. Sec. 8725 of the Business and Professions Code  

3. Sec. 841 of the Civil Code  

4. Sec. 605 of the California Penal Code  

5. Sec. 732 of the Streets and Highway Code  

6. Sec. 476 of the Code of Professional Conduct – Professional Land Surveyor 

7. U.S. Code Title 18, Sec. 1858 

 

The goal is to protect public and private property rights by preserving survey 

monuments in the Public Domain. 



Wildfire Disaster Contract Document 

Monument Preservation Statement 

Debris Removal 

Contractors shall identify the designated Land Surveyor with the submittal of an executed 

“Acknowledgement of Survey Monument Responsibility” Pre-Debris Removal form. 

The designated individual shall be in responsible charge of survey monument preservation 

activities within the agreed survey monument preservation zone to comply with Sec. 8725 

of the Business and Profession Code; Sec. 841 of the Civil Code; Sec. 605 of the 

California Penal Code; Sec. 732 of the Streets and Highway Code; Sec. 476 Code of 

Professional Conduct – Professional Land Surveyor; and U.S. Code Title 18, Sec. 1858. 

Contractor shall not commence fire related debris removal activities on individual lots or 

parcels without the written approval by the debris removal designated Land Surveyor. The 

debris removal designated Land Surveyor shall complete and execute a 

“Acknowledgement of Survey Monument Preservation” Post-Debris Removal form 

as each lot or parcel is cleaned of fire debris. Contractor and County shall commence final 

inspection notification and application for Notice of Completion upon approval by the 

County Surveyor of the “Acknowledgement of Survey Monument Preservation” Post-

Debris Removal form. The fire debris removal permit sign-off represents conclusion of 

responsibility for the Post-Debris Removal designated Land Surveyor. 

 

Tree Removal 

A. Private Property 

Contractors for private property Tree Removal shall identify the designated Land 

Surveyor with the submittal of an executed “Acknowledgement of Survey 

Monument Responsibility” Pre-Tree Removal form. The designated individual 

shall be in responsible charge of survey monument preservation activities within the 

agreed survey monument preservation zone to comply with Sec. 8725 of the 

Business and Profession Code; Sec. 841 of the Civil Code; Sec. 605 of the 

California Penal Code; Sec. 732 of the Streets and Highway Code; Sec. 476 Code 

of Professional Conduct – Professional Land Surveyor; and U.S. Code Title 18, 

Sec. 1858. Contractor shall not commence fire related tree removal activities on 

individual lots or parcels without the written approval by the tree removal designated 

Land Surveyor. The designated land surveyor can evaluate the ground disturbing 

potential of the tree removal and determined which, if any, survey monuments are in 

jeopardy of being disturbed or destroyed, and must be referenced and preserved. 

The tree removal designated Land Surveyor shall complete and execute a 

“Acknowledgement of Survey Monument Preservation” Post-Tree Removal 



form as each lot or parcel is cleaned of identified dead or diseased trees. 

Contractor and County shall commence final inspection notification and application 

for Notice of Completion upon approval by the County Surveyor of the 

“Acknowledgement of Survey Monument Preservation” Post-Tree Removal 

form. The tree removal permit sign-off represents conclusion of responsibility for 

the Post-Tree Removal designated Land Surveyor. 

B. Public Right-of-Way 

Typically, work within the public right-of-way would require an Encroachment Permit 

to be issued by the local agency. Contractors for public right-of-way Tree Removal 

shall identify the designated Land Surveyor with the submittal of an executed 

“Acknowledgement of Survey Monument Responsibility” Pre-Tree Removal 

form. The designated individual shall be in responsible charge of survey monument 

preservation activities within the agreed survey monument preservation zone to 

comply with Sec. 8771 of the Business and Profession Code. The designated land 

surveyor can evaluate the ground disturbing potential of the tree removal and 

determined which, if any, survey monuments are in jeopardy of being disturbed or 

destroyed, and must be referenced and preserved. PRIOR to final sign-off of the 

Tree Removal activity, the (Town/County) Designated Surveyor will require a 

second “Acknowledgement of Survey Monument Preservation” Post-Tree 

Removal form signed by the SAME designated individual in responsible charge of 

the Land Surveying activities, stating that all survey monuments within the bounds 

of the permitted Tree Removal Zone (survey monument preservation zone) have 

been preserved or reset. This requirement may only be altered or waived in writing 

by the (Town/County) Designated Surveyor in certain situations. 

 



Wildfire Disaster Debris/Tree Removal Survey 

Monument Preservation Checklist 

 
1. The local agency (County) designated Land Surveyor assigned to the wildfire 

disaster debris/tree removal and rebuilding effort is identified. 

 

2. The local agency (County) designated Land Surveyor addresses all technical 

surveying issues related to the Fire Debris/Tree Removal Contract, specifications 

and requirements. The County Engineer addresses all administrative issues 

related to the Hazardous Waste/Debris Removal Contract. 

 

3. Environmental cleanup companies submitting Fire Debris/Tree Removal 

proposals are to identify the designated Land Surveyor. 

 

4. Local agency (County) designated Land Surveyor and Fire Debris/Tree Removal 

designated Land Surveyors are to agree on the Removal Zone (Monument 

Preservation Zone). 

 

5. Pre – Removal / Cleanup the Survey Monument Preservation designated Land 

Surveyor begins: 

a. Debris/Tree Removal designated Land Surveyor to execute an 

“Acknowledgment of Survey Monument Responsibility Pre-Debris/Tree 

Removal” form. 

b. Field reconnaissance of Survey Monuments 

c. Rehab Survey Monuments as needed 

d. Flag Survey Monuments as needed 

e. Set a steel Tee – Post at Survey Monuments in jeopardy of being 

disturbed or destroyed. 

f. Provide surveying services as needed to reference found Survey 

Monuments in eminent danger. 

g. Prepare / submit draft Corner Record or Record of Survey to County 

designated Land Surveyor. 

h. Prepare / submit Corner Record of Record of Survey 

 

6. Post – Removal / Cleanup the Survey Monument Preservation designated Land 

Surveyor begins: 

a. Debris/Tree Removal designated Land Surveyor to execute an 

“Acknowledgment of Survey Monument Preservation Post-Debris/Tree 

Removal” form. 

b. Field reconnaissance of Survey Monuments 



c. Finds / reset steel tee-posts as needed 

d. Finds / resets destroyed Survey Monuments 

e. Prepares / submit draft Corner Record or Record of Survey to County 

designated Land Surveyor. 

f. Submit Corner Record or Record of Survey 

g. Execute an “Acknowledgement of Monument Preservation” form. 

 

7. Local agency (County) designated Land Surveyor is to monitor progress of 

Survey Monument Preservation designated Land Surveyor. Quickly process 

Corner Record or Record of Survey. Acknowledge receipt of “Acknowledgement 

of Survey Monument Preservation” form and sign off on removal contract 

acceptance and Notice of Completion. The Fire Debris and Tree Removal permit 

sign-off represents conclusion of responsibility for the Post-Removal Survey 

Monument designated Land Surveyor. 

 

8. Follow-up with Fuel Reduction & Fuel Break Project Partners on status of 

designating a land surveyor. 

 

9. Prepare for not obtaining permission from Insurance Company to enter burn site., 

surveyors right-of-entry may be in conflict with Insurance Company policy. 



(City/County Letterhead) 
 

Acknowledgement of Survey Monument Responsibility 
“Pre-Tree Removal” 

Survey Monument Preservation prior to permitted removal activity 
(Same Land Surveyor for Pre & Post) 

 
 
I, ____________________________, a duly Licensed Land Surveyor or Licensed Civil Engineer 
               (Please print)  
legally authorized to practice Land Surveying, License No. _____________, hereby acknowledge 

and accept all responsibility for the Pre-Tree Removal survey monument preservation of survey 

monuments in the Public Domain to comply with Sec. 8725 of the Business and Profession Code; 

Sec. 841 of the Civil Code; Sec. 605 of the California Penal Code; Sec. 732 of the Streets and 

Highway Code; Sec. 476 Code of Professional Conduct – Professional Land Surveyor; and U.S. 

Code Title 18, Sec. 1858 within the bounds of the Tree Removal Activity Zone (survey monument 

preservation zone) permitted by the City/County Permit No. ______________  

Contract No. _______________. 

 

I further acknowledge that I am hereby responsible for the Post-Tree Removal Survey Monument 

Preservation prior to final acceptance of the Tree Removal Activity permitted by the City/County 

Permit No. ____________ Contract No. _______________.   

 
 
 

           Seal 
Signature – Land Surveyor Responsible for 
Monument Preservation 
 
 
______________________________ 
Date 

 
 
Requirements Needed Prior to Issuing Permit: 

 

 Exhibit of agreed definition of Survey Monument Preservation Zone. 
 

 Acknowledging Surveyor agrees to provide County Surveyor draft Pre-Tree 
Removal Corner Record(s) or Record of Survey within a specified time limit 
depending on the number of monuments involved. 

 
 Provide contract surveyor contact information. 

 
 
 
 



(City/County Letterhead) 
 

Acknowledgement of Survey Monument Preservation 
“Post-Tree Removal” 

Survey Monument Preservation prior to final acceptance of permitted removal activity 
(Same Land Surveyor for Pre & Post) 

 
 
I, ____________________________, a duly Licensed Land Surveyor or Licensed Civil Engineer  
               (Please print) 
legally authorized to practice Land Surveying, License No. _____________, hereby acknowledge 

and accept all responsibility for the Post-Tree Removal survey monument preservation in the 

Public Domain to comply with Sec. 8725 of the Business and Profession Code; Sec. 841 of the 

Civil Code; Sec. 605 of the California Penal Code; Sec. 732 of the Streets and Highway Code; 

Sec. 476 Code of Professional Conduct – Professional Land Surveyor; and U.S. Code Title 18, 

Sec. 1858 within the bounds of the Tree Removal Activity Zone (survey monument preservation 

zone) permitted by the City/County Permit No. ______________ Contract No. 

_______________. 

 

I hereby state that all survey monuments within the Tree Removal Activity Zone (survey 

monument preservation zone) permitted by City/County Permit No. ______________  

Contract No. _______________ are in the original location or have been reset in accordance with 

Section 8771(a-f) of the Business and Professions Code. 

 
 
 
           Seal 
Signature – Land Surveyor Responsible for 
Monument Preservation 
 
 
______________________________ 
Date 
 

 
Requirements Needed Prior to Issuing Notice of Completion: 

 

 Exhibit confirming original agreed definition of Survey Monument 
Preservation Zone. 

 
 Draft copy of Corner Record(s) or Record of Survey. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



(City/County Letterhead) 
 

Acknowledgement of Survey Monument Responsibility 
“Pre-Debris Removal” 

Survey Monument Preservation prior to permitted removal activity 
(Same Land Surveyor for Pre & Post) 

 
 
I, ____________________________, a duly Licensed Land Surveyor or Licensed Civil Engineer 
               (Please print)  
legally authorized to practice Land Surveying, License No. _____________, hereby acknowledge 

and accept all responsibility for the Pre-Debris Removal survey monument preservation of survey 

monuments in the Public Domain to comply with Sec. 8725 of the Business and Profession Code; 

Sec. 841 of the Civil Code; Sec. 605 of the California Penal Code; Sec. 732 of the Streets and 

Highway Code; Sec. 476 Code of Professional Conduct – Professional Land Surveyor; and U.S. 

Code Title 18, Sec. 1858 within the bounds of the Debris Removal Activity Zone (survey 

monument preservation zone) permitted by the City/County Permit No. ______________  

Contract No. _______________. 

 

I further acknowledge that I am hereby responsible for the Post-Debris Removal Survey 

Monument Preservation prior to final acceptance of the Debris Removal Activity permitted by the 

City/County Permit No. ____________ Contract No. _______________.   

 
 
 

           Seal 
Signature – Land Surveyor Responsible for 
Monument Preservation 
 
 
______________________________ 
Date 

 
 
Requirements Needed Prior to Issuing Permit: 

 

 Exhibit of agreed definition of Survey Monument Preservation Zone. 
 

 Acknowledging Surveyor agrees to provide County Surveyor draft Pre-
Debris Removal Corner Record(s) or Record of Survey within a specified 
time limit depending on the number of monuments involved. 

 
 Provide contract surveyor contact information. 

 
 
 
 



(City/County Letterhead) 
 

Acknowledgement of Survey Monument Preservation 
“Post-Debris Removal” 

Survey Monument Preservation prior to final acceptance of permitted removal activity 
(Same Land Surveyor for Pre & Post) 

 
 
I, ____________________________, a duly Licensed Land Surveyor or Licensed Civil Engineer  
               (Please print) 
legally authorized to practice Land Surveying, License No. _____________, hereby acknowledge 

and accept all responsibility for the Post-Debris Removal survey monument preservation in the 

Public Domain to comply with Sec. 8725 of the Business and Profession Code; Sec. 841 of the 

Civil Code; Sec. 605 of the California Penal Code; Sec. 732 of the Streets and Highway Code; 

Sec. 476 Code of Professional Conduct – Professional Land Surveyor; and U.S. Code Title 18, 

Sec. 1858 within the bounds of the Debris Removal Activity Zone (survey monument preservation 

zone) permitted by the City/County Permit No. ______________ Contract No. ______________. 

 

I hereby state that all survey monuments within the Debris Removal Activity Zone (survey 

monument preservation zone) permitted by City/County Permit No. ______________  

Contract No. _______________ are in the original location or have been reset in accordance with 

Section 8771(a-f) of the Business and Professions Code. 

 
 
 
           Seal 
Signature – Land Surveyor Responsible for 
Monument Preservation 
 
 
______________________________ 
Date 
 

 
Requirements Needed Prior to Issuing Notice of Completion: 

 

 Exhibit confirming original agreed definition of Survey Monument 
Preservation Zone. 

 
 Draft copy of Corner Record(s) or Record of Survey. 

 
 
 



Multiple Land Surveyors 

Responsible for Survey Monument Preservation 

 
 
 
There may be situations or circumstances known in advance that result in the Pre-

Debris/Tree Removal Land Surveyor in responsible charge of survey monument 

preservation (Sec. 8771 compliance) NOT being the same as the Post- Debris/Tree 

Removal Land Surveyor in responsible charge of survey monument preservation. In that 

event, the local agency is encouraged to use the Multiple Land Surveyors 

Acknowledgment of Survey Monument Responsibility/Preservation, Pre & Post 

Debris/Tree Removal form(s). The use of multiple land surveyors for survey monument 

preservation to be compliant with Sec. 8771(a-f) is not ideal, but flexibility is needed in 

the aftermath of a wildfire disaster. 

 

See Multiple Land Surveyors Pre/Post-Debris/Tree Removal “Acknowledgment of 

Survey Monument Responsibility/Preservation” forms. 



(City/County Letterhead) 
Multiple Land Surveyors 

Acknowledgement of Survey Monument Responsibility 
“Pre-Debris Removal” 

Survey Monument Preservation prior to Debris Removal activity 
(Pre-Debris Removal Surveyor not the same as Post-Debris Removal Surveyor) 

 
I, ____________________________, a duly Licensed Land Surveyor or Licensed Civil Engineer 

               (Please print)  

legally authorized to practice Land Surveying, License No._____________, hereby acknowledge 

and accept all responsibility for the Pre-Debris Removal survey monument preservation of survey 

monuments in the Public Domain to comply with Sec. 8725 of the Business and Profession Code; 

Sec. 841 of the Civil Code; Sec. 605 of the California Penal Code; Sec. 732 of the Streets and 

Highway Code; Sec. 476 Code of Professional Conduct – Professional Land Surveyor; and U.S. 

Code Title 18, Sec. 1858 within the bounds of the Debris Removal Activity Zone (Survey 

Monument Preservation Zone) permitted by the City/County of    

Permit No. _______________. Debris Removal Site Address: . 

I further acknowledge that I am NOT responsible for the Post-Debris Removal survey monument 

Preservation as required per the above noted code sections for this site prior to final acceptance, 

unless I am contracted to perform Post- Debris Removal survey monument preservation for this 

site.  

My responsibility will conclude upon final delivery of the necessary Pre-Debris Removal Corner 

Records and/or Record of Survey identifying all survey monuments in potential jeopardy of being 

disturbed or destroyed within the Debris Removal Activity Zone (Survey Monument Preservation 

Zone) permitted for this site. The City/County of   shall provide 

me a Notice of Completion stating that I have fulfilled my responsibility. The Notice of Completion 

shall be signed and stamped by the City/County of   Responsible 

Land Surveyor name/title:________________________________.  

   (City/County Responsible Land Surveyor) 

 

 

           Seal 

Signature – Land Surveyor Responsible for 

Monument Preservation 

 

______________________________ 

Date 

 

Requirements Needed Prior to Issuing Permit: 

 Exhibit of agreed definition of Survey Monument Preservation Zone. 

 

 Acknowledging Surveyor agrees to provide County Surveyor draft Pre- Debris 

Removal Corner Record(s) or Record of Survey within a specified time limit 

depending on the number of monuments involved. 

 

 Provide Client Contact Information. 

 



(City/County Letterhead) 
Multiple Land Surveyors 

Acknowledgement of Survey Monument Preservation 
“Post- Debris Removal” 

Survey Monument Preservation prior to final acceptance of Debris Removal activity 
(Post-Debris Removal Surveyor not the same as Pre-Debris Removal Surveyor) 

 
I, ____________________________, a duly Licensed Land Surveyor or Licensed Civil Engineer  

               (Please print) 

legally authorized to practice Land Surveying, License No. _____________, hereby acknowledge 

and accept all responsibility for the Post-Debris Removal survey monument preservation of 

survey monument in the Public Domain to comply with Sec. 8725 of the Business and Profession 

Code; Sec. 841 of the Civil Code; Sec. 605 of the California Penal Code; Sec. 732 of the Streets 

and Highway Code; Sec. 476 Code of Professional Conduct – Professional Land Surveyor; and 

U.S. Code Title 18, Sec. 1858 within the bounds of the Debris Removal Activity Zone (Survey 

Monument Preservation Zone) permitted by the City/County of    Permit 

No. _______________. Debris Removal Site Address:______________________. I hereby state 

that all survey monuments within the Debris Removal Zone are in the original location or have 

been reset in accordance with Section 8771(a-f) of the Business and Professions Code. 

My responsibility is limited to the survey monuments shown on Pre-Debris Removal Corner 

records and/or Record of Survey identifying all survey monuments in potential jeopardy of being 

disturbed or destroyed within the bounds of the Debris Removal Activity Zone (Survey Monument 

Preservation Zone) permitted for this site, as shown on the Acknowledgement of Survey 

Monument Responsibility “Pre- Debris/Tree Removal” signed and stamped by 

________________________on ________,20___     

 (Pre-Debris Removal 

 Acknowledging Land Surveyor) 

If any other survey monuments that were not identified in the Pre-Debris Removal Corner Record 

or Record of Survey are disturbed or destroyed as result to this Debris Removal activity, they 

shall become the responsibility of the City/County of   Responsible 

Land Surveyor name/title:________________________________. 

 (City/County Responsible Land Surveyor) 

 

           Seal 

Signature – Land Surveyor Responsible for 

Monument Preservation 

 

______________________________ 

Date 

 

Requirements Needed Prior to Issuing Notice of Completion: 

 Exhibit confirming original agreed definition of Survey Monument Preservation 

Zone. 

 

 Draft copy of Corner Record(s) or Record of Survey. 

 

 



(City/County Letterhead) 
Multiple Land Surveyors 

Acknowledgement of Survey Monument Responsibility 
“Pre-Tree Removal” 

Survey Monument Preservation prior to Tree Removal activity 
(Pre-Tree Removal Surveyor not the same as Post-Tree Removal Surveyor) 

 
I, ____________________________, a duly Licensed Land Surveyor or Licensed Civil Engineer 

               (Please print)  

legally authorized to practice Land Surveying, License No._____________, hereby acknowledge 

and accept all responsibility for the Pre-Tree Removal survey monument preservation of survey 

monuments in the Public Domain to comply with Sec. 8725 of the Business and Profession Code; 

Sec. 841 of the Civil Code; Sec. 605 of the California Penal Code; Sec. 732 of the Streets and 

Highway Code; Sec. 476 Code of Professional Conduct – Professional Land Surveyor; and U.S. 

Code Title 18, Sec. 1858 within the bounds of the Tree Removal Activity Zone (Survey Monument 

Preservation Zone) permitted by the City/County of   Permit 

No. _______________. Tree Removal Site Address: . 

I further acknowledge that I am NOT responsible for the Post-Tree Removal survey monument 

Preservation as required per the above noted code sections for this site prior to final acceptance, 

unless I am contracted to perform Post-Tree Removal survey monument preservation for this site.  

My responsibility will conclude upon final delivery of the necessary Pre-Tree Removal Corner 

Records and/or Record of Survey identifying all survey monuments in potential jeopardy of being 

disturbed or destroyed within the Tree Removal Activity Zone (Survey Monument Preservation 

Zone) permitted for this site. The City/County of   shall provide 

me a Notice of Completion stating that I have fulfilled my responsibility. The Notice of Completion 

shall be signed and stamped by the City/County of   Responsible 

Land Surveyor name/title:________________________________.  

 (City/County Responsible Land Surveyor) 

 

 

           Seal 

Signature – Land Surveyor Responsible for 

Monument Preservation 

 

______________________________ 

Date 

 

Requirements Needed Prior to Issuing Permit: 

 Exhibit of agreed definition of Survey Monument Preservation Zone. 

 

 Acknowledging Surveyor agrees to provide County Surveyor draft Pre-Tree 

Removal Corner Record(s) or Record of Survey within a specified time limit 

depending on the number of monuments involved. 

 

 Provide Client Contact Information. 

 
 



(City/County Letterhead) 
Multiple Land Surveyors 

Acknowledgement of Survey Monument Preservation 
“Post- Tree Removal” 

Survey Monument Preservation prior to final acceptance of Tree Removal activity 
(Post-Tree Removal Surveyor not the same as Pre-Tree Removal Surveyor) 

 
I, ____________________________, a duly Licensed Land Surveyor or Licensed Civil Engineer  

               (Please print) 

legally authorized to practice Land Surveying, License No. _____________, hereby acknowledge 

and accept all responsibility for the Post-Tree Removal survey monument preservation of survey 

monument in the Public Domain to comply with Sec. 8725 of the Business and Profession Code; 

Sec. 841 of the Civil Code; Sec. 605 of the California Penal Code; Sec. 732 of the Streets and 

Highway Code; Sec. 476 Code of Professional Conduct – Professional Land Surveyor; and U.S. 

Code Title 18, Sec. 1858 within the bounds of the Tree Removal Activity Zone (Survey Monument 

Preservation Zone) permitted by the City/County of   Permit No. _______________. 

Tree Removal Site Address:______________________. 

I hereby state that all survey monuments within the Tree Removal Zone are in the original 

location or have been reset in accordance with Section 8771(a-f) of the Business and Professions 

Code. 

My responsibility is limited to the survey monuments shown on Pre-Tree Removal Corner records 

and/or Record of Survey identifying all survey monuments in potential jeopardy of being disturbed 

or destroyed within the bounds of the Tree Removal Activity Zone (Survey Monument 

Preservation Zone) permitted for this site, as shown on the Acknowledgement of Survey 

Monument Responsibility “Pre-Tree Removal” signed and stamped by 

________________________on ________,20___     

 (Pre-Tree Removal 

 Acknowledging Land Surveyor) 

If any other survey monuments that were not identified in the Pre-Tree Removal Corner Record 

or Record of Survey are disturbed or destroyed as result to this Tree Removal activity, they shall 

become the responsibility of the City/County of   Responsible 

Land Surveyor name/title:________________________________. 

 (City/County Responsible Land Surveyor) 

 

           Seal 

Signature – Land Surveyor Responsible for 

Monument Preservation 

 

______________________________ 

Date 

 

Requirements Needed Prior to Issuing Notice of Completion: 

 Exhibit confirming original agreed definition of Survey Monument Preservation 

Zone. 

 

 Draft copy of Corner Record(s) or Record of Survey. 

 



Right of Entry Permits  
 
Debris Removal Right of Entry Permits and Tree Removal Right of Entry Permits should 
be survey monument preservation supportive. Suggested additions to standard Right of 
Entry permits included: 

1. Right of Entry Permits are to include a check-off box(s) for the receipt of Pre & 
Post Acknowledgement forms. 
 

2. Add general notes: 
 

Debris Removal & Tree Removal ROE Permits  
a. Road/Easement Right -of -Way Encroachment Permit:  The movement 

of all heavy equipment shall be controlled by the local agency with the 
issuance of an Encroachment Permit subject to all requirements and 
stipulations. 
 
Debris Removal ROE Permit  

b. Survey Monument Preservation:  The Debris Removal Right-of-Entry 
Permit process shall include protecting the �S�X�E�O�L�F�¶�V���V�X�U�Y�H�\���P�R�Q�X�P�H�Q�W�V��
from being destroyed, damaged, covered, disturbed, or otherwise 
obliterated. This includes protecting the monuments marking the Debris 
Removal Property AND the monuments marking the road or easement 
right-of-way lines adjacent to the Debris Removal Property. All of these 
monuments are the �S�X�E�O�L�F�¶�V���V�X�U�Y�H�\���P�R�Q�X�P�H�Q�W�V. They are all in the 
�³�3�X�E�O�L�F���'�R�P�D�L�Q�´ and shall be protected. Contractor shall designate a 
Licensed Land Surveyor or Licensed Civil Engineer legally authorized to 
practice Land Surveying, as being responsible for all survey monument 
preservation efforts per Sec. 8725 of the Business and Profession Code; 
Sec. 841 of the Civil Code; Sec. 605 of the California Penal Code; Sec. 
732 of the Streets and Highway Code; Sec. 476 Code of Professional 
Conduct �± Professional Land Surveyor; and U.S. Code Title 18, Sec. 
1858. 

 
Tree Removal ROE Permit  

c. Survey Monument Preservation:  The Tree Removal Right-of-Entry 
Permit process shall include protecting the �S�X�E�O�L�F�¶�V���V�X�U�Y�H�\���P�R�Q�X�P�H�Q�W�V��
from being destroyed, damaged, covered, disturbed, or otherwise 
obliterated. This includes protecting the monuments marking the Tree 
Removal Property AND the monuments marking the road or easement 



right-of-way lines adjacent to the Tree Removal Property. All of these 
monuments are the �S�X�E�O�L�F�¶�V���V�X�U�Y�H�\���P�R�Q�X�P�H�Q�W�V. They are all in the 
�³�3�X�E�O�L�F���'�R�P�D�L�Q�´ and shall be protected. Contractor shall designate a 
Licensed Land Surveyor or Licensed Civil Engineer legally authorized to 
practice Land Surveying, as being responsible for all survey monument 
preservation efforts per Sec. 8725 of the Business and Profession Code; 
Sec. 841 of the Civil Code; Sec. 605 of the California Penal Code; Sec. 
732 of the Streets and Highway Code; Sec. 476 Code of Professional 
Conduct �± Professional Land Surveyor; and U.S. Code Title 18, Sec. 
1858. �$�O�O���W�U�H�H���U�H�P�R�Y�D�O���D�O�R�Q�J���R�U���L�Q���³�6�W�U�H�H�W�V�����+�L�J�K�Z�D�\�V�����R�W�K�H�U���U�L�J�K�W-of-ways, 
�R�U���H�D�V�H�P�H�Q�W�V�´���V�K�D�O�O���E�H���F�R�Q�W�U�R�O�O�H�G���Z�L�W�K���D���6�X�U�Y�H�\���0�R�Q�X�P�H�Q�W���3�U�H�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q��
Compliant Encroachment Permit per Sec. 8771 (a-f). 
 
Debris Removal & Tree Removal ROE Permits  

d. Contractors licensed in the State of California must comply with all 
Federal, State, and local codes and statutes. 


	1Wildfire Monument Preservation.docx.pdf
	When is an Encroachment Permit required?
	Why is an Encroachment Permit Required?

	1Wildfire Monument Preservation.docx.pdf
	When is an Encroachment Permit required?
	Why is an Encroachment Permit Required?

	2Wildfire Monument Preservation.docx.pdf
	When is an Encroachment Permit required?
	Why is an Encroachment Permit Required?

	3Wildfire Monument Preservation.docx.pdf
	When is an Encroachment Permit required?
	Why is an Encroachment Permit Required?

	1Wildfire Monument Preservation.docx.pdf
	When is an Encroachment Permit required?
	Why is an Encroachment Permit Required?

	1Tree Removal - Right of Entry Permit.docx.pdf
	Right-of-Entry Permit for Tree Removal on Private Property
	Owner agrees that the methodology for identifying and removing hazard trees, and the selection of personnel to identify hazard trees, shall be at the sole discretion of the Government and Owner expressly waives and releases any claims in that regard. ...
	Government Hazard Tree Removal Program Property Information Form
	Site Map
	Withdrawal Form – Complete and sign ONLY when Owner withdraws from the Program

	1Debris Removal - Right of Entry Permit.docx.pdf
	Residential Debris Removal Right-of-Entry Permit
	Debris Removal Right-of-Entry Permit
	Approved by (Town/County) and verified that the Property, APN, and Owner are accurate and meet the eligibility requirements of program:
	Disaster Debris Removal Program Property Information

	Site Map
	Withdrawal Form
	I hereby acknowledge receipt of the foregoing withdrawal form:


	1Wildfire Monument Preservation.docx.pdf
	When is an Encroachment Permit required?
	Why is an Encroachment Permit Required?

	4Debris Removal - Right of Entry Permit.docx.pdf
	Residential Debris Removal Right-of-Entry Permit
	Debris Removal Right-of-Entry Permit
	Approved by (Town/County) and verified that the Property, APN, and Owner are accurate and meet the eligibility requirements of program:
	Disaster Debris Removal Program Property Information

	Site Map
	Withdrawal Form
	I hereby acknowledge receipt of the foregoing withdrawal form:


	4Tree Removal - Right of Entry Permit.docx.pdf
	Right-of-Entry Permit for Tree Removal on Private Property
	Owner agrees that the methodology for identifying and removing hazard trees, and the selection of personnel to identify hazard trees, shall be at the sole discretion of the Government and Owner expressly waives and releases any claims in that regard. ...
	Government Hazard Tree Removal Program Property Information Form
	Site Map
	Withdrawal Form – Complete and sign ONLY when Owner withdraws from the Program

	2Wildfire Monument Preservation.docx.pdf
	When is an Encroachment Permit required?
	Why is an Encroachment Permit Required?

	1Wildfire Monument Preservation.docx.pdf
	When is an Encroachment Permit required?
	Why is an Encroachment Permit Required?

	2Wildfire Monument Preservation.docx.pdf
	When is an Encroachment Permit required?
	Why is an Encroachment Permit Required?

	1Wildfire Monument Preservation.docx.pdf
	When is an Encroachment Permit required?
	Why is an Encroachment Permit Required?

	1Debris Removal - Right of Entry Permit.docx.pdf
	Residential Debris Removal Right-of-Entry Permit
	Debris Removal Right-of-Entry Permit
	Approved by (Town/County) and verified that the Property, APN, and Owner are accurate and meet the eligibility requirements of program:
	Disaster Debris Removal Program Property Information

	Site Map
	Withdrawal Form
	I hereby acknowledge receipt of the foregoing withdrawal form:


	1Tree Removal - Right of Entry Permit.docx.pdf
	Right-of-Entry Permit for Tree Removal on Private Property
	Owner agrees that the methodology for identifying and removing hazard trees, and the selection of personnel to identify hazard trees, shall be at the sole discretion of the Government and Owner expressly waives and releases any claims in that regard. ...
	Government Hazard Tree Removal Program Property Information Form
	Site Map
	Withdrawal Form – Complete and sign ONLY when Owner withdraws from the Program

	2Wildfire Monument Preservation.docx.pdf
	When is an Encroachment Permit required?
	Why is an Encroachment Permit Required?
	Overall Survey Monument Preservation

	3Wildfire Monument Preservation.docx.pdf
	When is an Encroachment Permit required?
	Why is an Encroachment Permit Required?
	Overall Survey Monument Preservation

	1Wildfire Monument Preservation.docx.pdf
	When is an Encroachment Permit required?
	Why is an Encroachment Permit Required?
	Overall Survey Monument Preservation

	2Wildfire Monument Preservation.docx.pdf
	When is an Encroachment Permit required?
	Why is an Encroachment Permit Required?
	Overall Survey Monument Preservation

	1Wildfire Monument Preservation.docx.pdf
	When is an Encroachment Permit required?
	Why is an Encroachment Permit Required?
	Overall Survey Monument Preservation

	1Debris Removal - Right of Entry Permit.docx.pdf
	Residential Debris Removal Right-of-Entry Permit
	Debris Removal Right-of-Entry Permit
	Approved by (Town/County) and verified that the Property, APN, and Owner are accurate and meet the eligibility requirements of program:
	Disaster Debris Removal Program Property Information

	Site Map
	Withdrawal Form
	I hereby acknowledge receipt of the foregoing withdrawal form:


	1Tree Removal - Right of Entry Permit.docx.pdf
	Right-of-Entry Permit for Tree Removal on Private Property
	Owner agrees that the methodology for identifying and removing hazard trees, and the selection of personnel to identify hazard trees, shall be at the sole discretion of the Government and Owner expressly waives and releases any claims in that regard. ...
	Government Hazard Tree Removal Program Property Information Form
	Site Map
	Withdrawal Form – Complete and sign ONLY when Owner withdraws from the Program

	1Wildfire Monument Preservation.docx.pdf
	When is an Encroachment Permit required?
	Why is an Encroachment Permit Required?
	Overall Survey Monument Preservation

	1Encroachment Permits and Monument Preservation.docx.pdf
	When is an Encroachment Permit required?
	Why is an Encroachment Permit Required?
	Overall Survey Monument Preservation

	2Encroachment Permits and Monument Preservation.docx.pdf
	When is an Encroachment Permit required?
	Why is an Encroachment Permit Required?
	Overall Survey Monument Preservation

	3Encroachment Permits and Monument Preservation.docx.pdf
	When is an Encroachment Permit required?
	Why is an Encroachment Permit Required?
	Overall Survey Monument Preservation

	4Encroachment Permits and Monument Preservation.docx.pdf
	When is an Encroachment Permit required?
	Why is an Encroachment Permit Required?
	Overall Survey Monument Preservation

	1Encroachment Permits and Monument Preservation.docx.pdf
	When is an Encroachment Permit required?
	Why is an Encroachment Permit Required?
	Overall Survey Monument Preservation

	1Encroachment Permits and Monument Preservation.docx.pdf
	When is an Encroachment Permit required?
	Why is an Encroachment Permit Required?
	Overall Survey Monument Preservation

	2Encroachment Permits and Monument Preservation.docx.pdf
	When is an Encroachment Permit required?
	Why is an Encroachment Permit Required?
	Overall Survey Monument Preservation

	3Encroachment Permits and Monument Preservation.docx.pdf
	When is an Encroachment Permit required?
	Why is an Encroachment Permit Required?
	Overall Survey Monument Preservation

	1Encroachment Permits and Monument Preservation.docx.pdf
	When is an Encroachment Permit required?
	Why is an Encroachment Permit Required?
	Overall Survey Monument Preservation

	1Encroachment Permits and Monument Preservation.docx.pdf
	When is an Encroachment Permit required?
	Why is an Encroachment Permit Required?
	Overall Survey Monument Preservation

	2Encroachment Permits and Monument Preservation.docx.pdf
	When is an Encroachment Permit required?
	Why is an Encroachment Permit Required?
	Overall Survey Monument Preservation

	1Encroachment Permits.docx.pdf
	When is an Encroachment Permit required?
	Why is an Encroachment Permit Required?
	Encroachment Permit General Provision

	2Encroachment Permits.docx.pdf
	When is an Encroachment Permit required?
	Why is an Encroachment Permit Required?
	Encroachment Permit General Provision

	3Encroachment Permits.docx.pdf
	When is an Encroachment Permit required?
	Why is an Encroachment Permit Required?
	Encroachment Permit General Provision

	1Encroachment Permits.docx.pdf
	When is an Encroachment Permit required?
	Why is an Encroachment Permit Required?
	Encroachment Permit General Provision

	1Debris Removal - Right of Entry Permit.docx.pdf
	Residential Debris Removal Right-of-Entry Permit

	1Encroachment Permits.docx.pdf
	When is an Encroachment Permit required?
	Why is an Encroachment Permit Required?
	Encroachment Permit General Provision

	2Encroachment Permits.docx.pdf
	When is an Encroachment Permit required?
	Why is an Encroachment Permit Required?
	Encroachment Permit General Provision

	1Encroachment Permits (2).docx.pdf
	When is an Encroachment Permit required?
	Why is an Encroachment Permit Required?
	Encroachment Permit General Provision

	1Encroachment Permits (2).docx.pdf
	When is an Encroachment Permit required?
	Why is an Encroachment Permit Required?
	Encroachment Permit General Provision

	1Debris Removal - Right of Entry Permit.docx.pdf
	Residential Debris Removal Right-of-Entry Permit

	2Encroachment Permits (2).docx.pdf
	When is an Encroachment Permit required?
	Why is an Encroachment Permit Required?
	Encroachment Permit General Provision

	2Debris Removal - Right of Entry Permit.docx.pdf
	Residential Debris Removal Right-of-Entry Permit

	1Encroachment Permits (2).docx.pdf
	When is an Encroachment Permit required?
	Why is an Encroachment Permit Required?
	Encroachment Permit General Provision

	1Debris Removal - Right of Entry Permit.docx.pdf
	Residential Debris Removal Right-of-Entry Permit

	1Encroachment Permits (3).docx.pdf
	When is an Encroachment Permit required?
	Why is an Encroachment Permit Required?
	Encroachment Permit General Provision

	1Encroachment Permits (4).docx.pdf
	When is an Encroachment Permit required?
	Why is an Encroachment Permit Required?
	Survey Monument Preservation Statement for Utility and Restoration Encroachment Permit

	1Encroachment Permits (5).docx.pdf
	When is an Encroachment Permit required?
	Why is an Encroachment Permit Required?
	Survey Monument Preservation Statement for Utility and Restoration Encroachment Permit

	2Encroachment Permits (5).docx.pdf
	When is an Encroachment Permit required?
	Why is an Encroachment Permit Required?
	Survey Monument Preservation Statement for Utility and Restoration Encroachment Permit

	1Encroachment Permits (6).docx.pdf
	When is an Encroachment Permit required?
	Why is an Encroachment Permit Required?
	Survey Monument Preservation Statement for Utility and Restoration Encroachment Permit

	1Debris Removal - Right of Entry Permit - 2.docx.pdf
	Residential Debris Removal Right-of-Entry Permit

	1Sample Public Works Survey Monument Preservation Policy.docx.pdf
	(d) The governmental agency performing or permitting construction or maintenance work is responsible for ensuring that either the

	2Sample Public Works Survey Monument Preservation Policy.docx.pdf
	(d) The governmental agency performing or permitting construction or maintenance work is responsible for ensuring that either the

	1Encroachment Permits (7).docx.pdf
	When is an Encroachment Permit required?
	Why is an Encroachment Permit Required?
	Survey Monument Preservation Statement for Utility and Restoration Encroachment Permit

	3Sample Public Works Survey Monument Preservation Policy.docx.pdf
	(d) The governmental agency performing or permitting construction or maintenance work is responsible for ensuring that either the

	1Encroachment Permits (8).docx.pdf
	When is an Encroachment Permit required?
	Why is an Encroachment Permit Required?
	Survey Monument Preservation Statement for Utility and Restoration Encroachment Permit


